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CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Additional background information obtained from 
Local Draft Board #7i?l North Tarrytown, N.Y. 
'•N.Y, ¥orld Telegram'* defending suit against 
Telegram and FREDERICK UOLTi'CAN by subject, Tdth 
information reported to be in their possession 
that subject is CP member under name of 
ALEXANDER LEV. Subject continues active in 
JAFRC and as publisher of HKif CASTLE NEWS and 
READERS SCOPE LAGA2IKE. Handwriting specimens 
forwarded to Bureau# 
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REFERENCES : 


DETAILS s 


Bureau file 100-165971. 
Report of Special Agent| 
7/3/U6. 


New York, 


IP 


1 

CC{ 

Si 

a 0 


b7C 


The title of this case has been changed to reflect the 
subject's true name as IEVERETT STONE GLEASON, as 
obtained from Selective Service files and to indicate Iris 
aliases as lev. Gleason and Alexander Lev, and to delete 
the name of IEVERETT s/' ‘ GLEASON. 


'|3 


Photographic! |<|>pfipr * bf piakerial affi^fc|j|^»->the Selective 
Service file pertaining to the suoject at Local Draft 3oara 3 y?5l North Tarry- 
town, A, ew York, v/ere submitted to the Bureau by letter dated January 17, 19 I 4 . 7 . 
Information contained in the Selective Service file revealed that the subject's 
true name is IEVERETT STONE G LEAS Oil. He was born on February 25, 1398, at 
Vdnchendon, Massachusetts. He was married to MARGARETNiLSAS ON on September 20, 
19ijl at Stamford, Conn. He was previously married to T.IARIE Cr^LEASOlI in l?2h 
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and was divorced from her and pays alimd?|y to her by a court order. At 
The time of registration on February I4ttt, 1942,, subject adviced that he 
was employed as a publisher, the name of his organization being COMIC 
HOUSE, INC., U4 East 32nd Street, New York City. GLEASON stated that he 
has been an editor and publisher since 1923 and that he was a tavern pro- 
prietor for one year in 1939. LEVELETT STONE GLEASON attended PIIILLIP 
AKLOVER ACADEMY for one year. Harvard University for one year and Sorbonne 
University in Paris, France for five months. He saw service in the Army 
during the first World War from April 26, 1917 to September 4, 1919, re- 
ceiving an honorable discharge. GLEASON was inducted into the A rm y on June 
18, 1942 at Hew York City and was discharge don March 3, 1943 at Grenier 
Field, Manchester, N.K. He was discharged in order to obtain employment with 
the OELSON METAL PRODUCTS CO., Cambridge, Mass. I-Ie received a permit to 
leave the United States for Mexico for the purposes of a vacation, from 
August 15, 1943 to September 8, 1943. It was noted that at this time the 
subject was previously reported to have attended a conference of the JAFRC 
at Mexico City. The subject was discharged from the Army as a corporal. 
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with Helen's, bill see you in the store 9 A.M. Saturday, 
Tec ember 14 j F:e there. 


/„ 
/ 0 


/ Rog." 


The informant advised that j,7N*s is a drug store and 
stationery store located in Chappaqua a.nc the Informant offered the opinion 
that the subject probably was meeting someone there each Saturday morning. 
Regarding the individual termed as ''Wally 11 in the letter, the Informant also 
offered the opinion that this might refer to. either 
Vic e-ir resident and Secretary o f Commerce, or 
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The Informant pointed out that GLEASON in his local news- 
paper has been carrying on a crusade against the READERS DIGIST, alleging 
that the DIGEST is anti-labor and pro-capitalist. The Informant also advised 
that iniormation hact been received to the effect that the New York World 
T^laE^* 0 ^ 4n de fencing its suit by GL 1 ASON against the World Telearam and 

PCTTlfTTW ", r. TIT'S -» IT o + ...... 6 

} - 1 - 11 ' upi erne court, new iotk county, had filed 


JJJ iv J-tt'4 


fld’F cn <r> a 

v OiivJCy 


- 2 - 






NY 100-56664 


br-ief. According to the informant, the attorneys for GLEASON were listed 
as kOLF, fEpp_.F., ROSS and OLF, 160 Eroadray, New York City, New York. Tn 
iilxng their defense brief,. -the WORLD T LLORAM alleged, that the plaintiff 
under the name of IfV 1.. TT 5. 0L r / / ■ ■•as a.nd has been a pro— Red and a oro— 
eoiTflmnibt fellov traveller . They stated th - 1 under the name of iVR 

T.EV, GLEASON became ? member of the Communist Party in or about the year 
1939. They also alleged that under the name LF.VKRETT S. GLEASON, and giving 
the acaress of 110 Christopher Street, New York City, he signed the nominat- 
ing petition xor one ISRAEL AMT1E for Councilman of the City of New York 
and that iSRAEpsAFTPR was then and is now a well known and oublicly acknow- 
lecgeo Communist, who has held high office in the Communist' Party for many 
years, ' J v 


''■—Ci-n.iu cui — siiciu in or - uoout 19h3j (ft/ j GC'!'' Lscarrie 


associated v.ith a magazine named LEADERS SCOFF as editor and editorial 
C .!* 1 a H®S e that the IjADERS SCO .Ft it also a Communist front 

poricuicaloi; the Digest type, published by pro-Gommunia ts and fellow trave 13ers 

STV 1 + £ec ?? elr Ciel ' tn6e brief * that GULASON has been a pro-Communist 
oiiu leilo. traveller lor many years anc.. became affili-teo with the Communist 

in ° r f u>ur .' l '? e y*'* x 933. They stated he is in full sympathy with 
the Communist ooctrme which advocates the use of force and violence to smash 
anc. destroy tne roots of the United States. They further stated that it was 
the pursuit of this policy of hypocrisy deceit that caused the plaintiff 

using ohe name LEVERLTT S. GLEASON to become affiliated with and work for 
the CorrjTiUniyt Party. 


. ^ , The ;files 0± Wew York field Division were checked for 

iiu or nation under the name of ALEMNiL R LEV. It was determined that an 
inaivxaual by the name of ALEXANDER LEV was Business Manager for a oublication 
known as SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. He was employed by the SOVIET Sra 


FuE I 


SHINGOOMPANY, INC., located at 114 East 32nd Street 


KM 15 tta 


4 +- 

i ^y 


rurther information located in the New York files revealed 
that on the evening of March 19, 1937, a meeting was held *t '^CCA TtreS 
f ew York City, sponsored by the publication SOVIET RUSSIA WLA- The meeting 
was ectaressed by AI.l TALLER LEV and others. The meeting was 'held for thT 
pur-pose of promoting the sale of the publication SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. ~ 


ascertained fromf 


^ Special Agent . 

wtalf rlter for the New York World Telegram, that LEVEEETT GLEASON, when he 
v^s known as ALElA mp LEV T«s Manager of SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY from 1933 ? 0 

thf name C or^^F^U^WY^ GLt f S0K s f£ ned Communist Party petition under 
the name oi i^VEELTl GLEASON ana ot one time was Campaign Manner fVv 

Communist Party. V/ith regard to the libel suit filed by CLV/SON*' 
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stated that (JEE'ASON filed a bill Of particulars ana the New York Doric 
Telegram f|led an answer. It was Mr. FRANK'S belief that no further 
action would be taken by GLEASON in furtherance of the suit. 

1 1 A review of the New York files revealed that according to 

I-VHr.Y GLEASON PUBLICATIONS, INC. , located at 114 F ast 12nd Street . b2 
EM Y ork City, Room 305, had as Directors LEVEBETT S. GLFASOJ f | 


£ 


This corpor 


tion 


according to the informant was formed on April 17th, 1946, in New York foi 
the purpose of merging into on/corpo ration MAGAZINE HOUSE, COMIC HOUSE, INC., 
POY COMIC, INC., and HEADERS SCOPE MAGAZINE. The -informant, arivisftri t.hot. 


F: r A 

and 

wit: 


.EPS SCOFF; MAGAZINE was for med on Septe mber 26, 1945, by ( 

end GLEASON. | l and GLEASON are reported to have 

Kirawn a no go not appear a s principals in the corporation. 


The officers 

in the corporation held the sane positions in TELEDRAMA, INC., 114 East 
3*nd Street, New Yoik City, loirned in Net York on July 16th, 1945, to produce 
silent films with musical backgrounds of various comic characters appearing 
in LEV GLEASON publications. 

The files appearing in the New York Field division indicate 
that various items appearing from time to time in the FEADERS SCOPE MAGAZINE 
are allegedly pro-Communist and that various staff writers and writers sub- 
mitting articles for the magazine are allegedly pro-Communist. The PEOPLE'S 
vOiCE for August 5th, 1944, reflected an interview by TED ZITF-L, captioned 
"SCOPE EDITOR LIBERAL". This article indicated that ZITEL felt that the 
READERS DIGEST was anti— Labor and anti-negro, and that the READERS SCOPE, as 
ci gainst the READERS L'IGtST, was a liberal publication of the digest type. 
ZITEL interviewed GLEASON to obtain information for his article and stated 
that CL ASON is a tall New Englander, a veteran of both World wars, a fast 
thinker who hc.s been a stock broker, a Broadway restaurateur, a comic book 
publisnwr, as well as the publisher of three fast selling oaper covered books 
entitled, "THE INCREDIBLE TITO", by HOVAFI) FAST, "TRAN i MU' HOF THE DF UJJ 
INF' 1 by JOHANNES STEELE; and "SABOTAGE", by ID.CHAEL SAYERS and ALBERT RARK.' 
GLejvSON stated in the interview that many jeers ago he worked 1'or a stock 
eicnange firm editing its monthly paper to the clients. He advised that he 
W£E very unhappy and. wanted to get into the publishing business. He stated 
that he was a Bostonian but of Democratic tradition, and that his people 
for many generations had lived in the United States. GLEASON st r ted that 
those of. us who are fighting JIM CROW and other minority discriminations ere 
the abolitionists of our time. ZITEL then went on to puote severel articles 
which had appeared in GLEASON's first issues of the REARERS SCOP 1 ' 
that he was entirely liberal and anti-fascist. " ' * 

Information also contained 
GLEASON, along with 


indicating 


program on behalf ol me JOINT ANTI-FASciST Fi 


|ie New York files reveals that- 
sponsored an entertainment 
UGF F COMMITTEE for the SPANISH 
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FFFUGFP APPEAL, at Lake Nahopac, Re?/ York, on August 17, 1946. At this 
affair they were successful in raising $2,150.00 for the SPAMSH REFUGEE 
APPEAL. It is pointed cut that this program caused considerable adverse 
publicity at Lake Kahopac, 'New York. 

Information also appeared in the Le y.' York Field Division 
files that the subjects name and business address! 


b7C 

b7D 


advised that on September 20, 1946, 


GLEASON held a conference vdth THEOK'RB^AYER, Administrative Secretary of 
the NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AMERICAN SOVIET FRIENDSHIP, INC. During this con- 

resignation of HENRY WALLACE as Secretary of 


b2 


ference the - 


CP11C? Cpfi 


tb 


Commerce and the possibility of holding e rally for him at the Yankee Stadium, 
New York City. According to this conference they indicated that they 
intended to build . ALLACE into a. nev." rOOSEVELT. They also indicated that 
they intended to work toward forcing the resignation of JAMES F. BYENES, as 
Secretary of State. 


On October 7th, 1946, 

GLEASON had joined the VETERANS 01' FtiEFTGF 
New York. The informant advised that 


^advised 

i/VAKS Post, located at Thornwood, 
GLF’ASON was attempting to use the b7D 


that 


VET' as against the AMERICAN LEGION POST at Chappaqua. 


GLEASON held a conference with [ 


1 arivi seri t.hiti nr Ont.nhar llt>h, 1946 , 


bf the JATPC. 


b2 


This conference was regarding the signing of checks of the N e w York Chapter 

of the JAFRC by GLEASON. stgted that the JAFRC considers the Foroen 1 s 

Division to be the hew York Chapter. Cl, FA SON g t the time of the conference 
stated that he is willing to sign checks for the JAFPC-. 


GILA SON 
FEE C IAN 


conrerence wxun[ 


held a 

INSTITUTE LOP CULTURAL 


RELATIONS ITH TRF 

conference he ld made reference to s. conference of ( 

1 I ( phonetic) the latte r ha vine been refprrF cl to[ 


ladviserl that on Novjamhpr» 1946, 

of the A1TEICAN b2 


pj 

S OVIET UNIO N j INC. The 
Iwith one 
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to 


According i 

place him t ithin t 
ever 




. - H —1 |by GLEASON. 

Jis engaged in some activity which would 
e purview of the ICBEIGN AC-' NTS REGISTRATION ACT. How- 


Jention was also ma de of one 


in some degree with 

registered as a foreign agent 


pparentl y had no t registered as yet as a foreign agent. 

— | K phone tie) who is apparently associated 

1 How " ' 


£ 


vever, according to 


was 
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AT CHAPPAQUA. NEV YORK 
Will follov; and report subjects activities. 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEST YORE 


REPORT MADE AT 


MEW YORK 


date when made 


5/5/47 


PERIOD FOR 


L1ZTEK3ZT STORE OlfefASOR, with aliases: 
Lev Oieason, Alexand&r Lev 


ITYfile no. 100*55664 


REPORT made by 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


GLEASON born 2/25/98 Wincbendon, Mass. His parents 
both native born Americans. His wife U.S. bora, but 
her parents both natives of Ireland. Subject continues 
as Editorial Director of "Reader's Scope" and maintains 
office at Lev Gleason Publications, 114 East 32 St., HYC. 
He is also publisher of "New Castle News", Bedford Road, 
Chappaqua, NY. Resides on Park Drive, Chappaqua, NY. 


- p* - 


REFERENCE: Bureau file $100-165971. 

SAC letter #28, Series 1 
Report of Special Agent I 



New York, 3/18/4 1 


DETAILS: 

Birth records of the Town Clerk at Winchendon, Massachusetts, 
reflect that L3VSRETT STONE GLEASON was born on February 25, 1898, the son of 
MARDIS E. STONE, a physician and a native of Warren, Vermont and the former 
J033FIIINE L. STONE, a native of New York City. 


With regard to subject's present wife, his second, the former 
liARGARST CAWLEY, Birth Certificate #30706 was examined at the Department of 
Health, 125 Worth Street, New York City. This certificate disclosed that 
BA3Y CAWLEY, a female, was born on June 29, 1905 in New *ork City. Her 
father, JAMES CAWLEY and her mother, the former JOSEPHINE MURRY, were both 
noted as having been born in Ireland. 
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On March 21, 1947, it ms ascertained that the subject continues 
in his capacity as Editorial Director of "Readers Scope" which is published 
from the office of LBV GLE4S0N Publications, 114 East 32nd street, .New York 
City, It was also determined that he is publisher of the "Ne* Caatle News", 
Bedford Road, Chappaqua, Hew York, 

On the same day, it was ascertained that the subject resides 
on Park Drive, Chappaqua, New York, 


PENDING - 


2 
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NSW YORK 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
At Chappaqua, New York 

Will follow and report subject’s future activities* 






Ko'icjers Coops magazine. :.. -, 
•13i). ?»est. Thirty-Second St^et 


.j-ork, wav-. 


. )%.& - 


Reference .is: made to taa* telegram, dats^ ^pril^z^j . , ; 

, from the csptioried individual r'equ 33-ting ^.mission td ; ; 
"have exclusive': rights to ie print the Director ‘ s : "arf idle en- • 
titl ed "How Good A -Parent Are. You?" which appeared" in This , 
’y-Fkek Magazine on April 20, 191.7. 

' <$> 

, . : Fild '100-329561 reflects th-.t Lsvere’ii d, Gleason is 

President of jev -Clloason'' '.Pixblisations ^indorporated/ wlilcb 
. organization publishes the Readers Scope Magazine . Gleason is 
described as havin'' supported the Communist Party for a, number 
of years arid as b*ing a Directpr"- Of the Peoples itadio' 9 : . 
Foundation, Incorpor- tsd,. which, allegedly was set up by the 
. Communists for the purpose of establishing J%^Kad|t©/Stat.ions .*»■ 
the United States to disseminate propaganda. Oil ■; ' 



Ge was one of . the seventeen Directors :ofithd' ; "J6int , , ; 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and was held in-contempt by the 
House of . Ra pres entati ves for failure to produce records ' • 

before. the House Committee on Up-American : Activitlas,; jfe ^sb- 
indicted on March 31, 19li7, on two counts* conspiracy to commit 
contempt and actual contempt of the Committee. - . h: 

He is described as having been In contact with known 
Communist Party loaders and having aided in raising funds for 
various front groups.. -The policy, of , the magazihp is „Ahtis#aaci3t. 
and pro-Russian according, to the file. The October, 19h 6, issue 
of the: publication suggested that there was,- ai^i^fo’Hxtai'dle-r^ way y . 
to make the FBI 1 into a political police orgahiarationi' i'i^he Bureau’s 
investigation of the raagazinevds in a closed status* ,b .fob. 

..R'UOIC.KHDATIOHs That the request be 'denied if 


o 

u 


respectfully, 



Kw.-m 



HIST PARTY TJ.S.A. 
VETERAWS MATTERS 
Bure a* Fll* 100-3-73 


/t f. 

i/Jy 




this office 
office, had 
Foreign War, Pie 

had been refus 
hie alleged Co 


HS13CS, 



£ 


Is the sub jfet ofT 


Ch. 



.qua, : 

CAM 


•Y« , 

in 


that 0, _ 

either noninJted. or elected President «f tits Veter 
.lie. Hew York, Chapter. She pointed out that 0 
rshio in the African Legion Ln^appsqua because of 

backglWISSd. 
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She said that local and White Plains papers are checking his sleetion 
in the Veterans of Foreign Tbr, and sne understood that 90* «f the wnbers 
of that Chapter wanted to see him elected. 


The Reporters Dispatch, a newspaper published In White Plains , Hew 
York, In its issue of April 9, 1948, carried a story captioned, W-&MTI 
VET^AWS Of FORT 1 ' TOW WAR QUESTION ON ELECTS© GLEASON LSAt&K” . this arti cle 
reflected that members of the Northern Westchester Post of the fete raf faF 
Foreign War were questioned the previous evening in connection with an 
last month in which iCTfSBtt-S/piSASOH, of Chhppaqua, was o^^CoiMandwr. 
The questioning was done by RAPHAEL J. MACARO, «f Tuckahoe, Qmm^Gwmaer 
and 8tate Judge Advocate if the Veterans of Foreign War. A jjlyels i^ rset 
meeting, acceding to this article, has been set for Wednesday er Thursday, 
April 14th and 13th, 1948 to investigate the entire situation. 

An extra copy of this letter is being forwarded to the ^ae 
tor inclusion in th» Bonn fil. n'OJB^ac^XMM*. -“•! DrrF!au ’ 
SBCOSm-C 11 , Bureau File 100-165971. 

The above is being furnished for the Moreau* s infomation. 
cciWY 100-56664 (Isverett S. Gleason) 
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100-79498 
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December X8» 1948 


8*0, -lew 


Dear S 


■yaS- ;V ! V 

■ ; V ■fVi. . • : 

... 
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usm&r yaps (ssmson, «« 

- c 

Your ■£$$$ *00^86864 


i$p- ■ 


^:-W^C 


A review of^lfoe files at the 7 
has revealed that a report has not beeti receive 
the subject since the report of Special Agent _ 
dated -feM 7 — _at 


■Sau in connection 


W^V.: 

■■■ 

V-* ■ 

with this subject 
|W , ‘ ■■ ic oncerning 


■b7C 




While it is realized that existing instructions do not require that 
a report be submitted periodically on Security Index card subjects unless the 
subject is also a top functionary, it is felt that in view of the tense inter- 
national situation at the present time, a new report should be submitted set* 
ting forth the extent of the subject's present activities in connection wittier 
the Communist Party and related groups in order that the Bureau will be in pos- 
session of current information concerning each one of those subjects who are- 
considered a threat to the internal security. 



In submitting the report, the Bureau desires that you incorporate in 


summary' form the information contained in your , files not- previously reported. 
Information of substantive nature only should be set forth and repetitious 
material should be avoided. Where a description. of the subject has not been 
reported, that , too , should be included in the report and also placed On the 
reverse side of the Security Index card in accordance with the instructions 
outlined in SAC Letter No. 57, Series 1948, dated April 10, 1948. 

In the event the subject's current address is not the same as that 
which appears on the Security Index card, you should correct the Security 
Index card and forward Form FD-119 to the Bureau in order that the Security 
Index card at the Bureau can be corrected. 


In order that the Security Index will contain only the names of those 
individuals who can be considered to be a threat to the internal security of 
this country, the Bureau desires that you carefully appraise this case and if 
it appears that the subject, based on his present position and activities or 
past position and activities, cannot be considered such a threat, then in ad- 
dition tfi__ai0©ityj2^^ you should recommend that the Security Index 

-SS^d hg 



edftWWTWlATiaNS SECTION 

ThBdbAnfelt'GeD sfi&ld receive your immediate attention. 


li 1948 


P.M. 


HAL BISSAU Of l«v:sriSA.'(ON 

Of jUSTiCE 
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Very truly yours, 

^9" ^iu ij V C v/ 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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ce Memorandum • united states government 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr* Tolson 


Mr* Nichols 


DATE: 2 - 8 -l ,9 



ICATIONS, INC 


ALL TCJFORI 'AHOHT CO^TAUrSD 
eehemjs micijkfismaD ^ 

TnATO.Iftfe.^rt^ 


Mr. Tolson * 

Ur. E. A. TaHn 
Mr. Cleg g 
Mr. Glavlii— 

Mr. u< k Krz 

Mr. 

Mr. Rosej f 
Mr*. Tracy * 

Ur. Egan 
Vr. Gurne a ~ 
Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Taimf 
Tele. Room ' 
Mr. Nease A 
Miss HolngffTT 
Miss aandM Tt 




| | for the above publications, ““^lESlh 

called at the Bureau this morning for the purpose of obtaining inform- "7P 
tion as a basis for a feature article on scientific methods of crime d eteotionT * 
He asked to go on a tour of the Bureau and was conducted by Supervis or | [ c, 

| On his return he was informed that in view of the many com- b7( 
ndLtmants at the present time, it would not be possible to develop any material rJ 
for him along the lines that he wished* This action is taken in view of the 
character o^Gleason and the type of publications he has handled in the past 
of which>*weaders Scope' 1 magazine is typical* This magazine whieh recently 
was discontinued consistently carried a number of articles which followed *y^ 
the Communist Party line* We also, have an Internal Security file C on Glee- // 
son which shows his deep involvement in the Communist movement. V 

|during his visit stated that the Gleason Publications' hlC 

are putting out a new magazine in June or July which will be called "Tops. 11 
This magazine is planned as a picture publication and will undoubtedly fol- 
low the same tr end which has been typical of Gleason publications heretofore* 

When | | left the office he stated that he would forward a copy of the 

first issue of the magazine "Tops" to our attention as soon as it was releas- 
ed and he hoped that at some future time arrangements could be made for an 
article. He was given no commitment or encouragement along this lias* 

(presented a letter fro m l I b7c 

which is attached hereto. It is not believed that any acknowledgment to 
this comminication is necessary. , 

Ll A-uc /vo ft wVio, /=> ** 

i/u<r iA-i L L r) * u ^ / 


. Jones I'V 


WC. 14* » *- ** r » -r - ^ 

ov.‘ ^ /-A> s eyo^d, 
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INDEXED • 82 ^ ^ 15^43 
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BUREAU r ILE J0fc»l«971 
WY FILE 

«u. 

r*rfEKir.#**tf?mY - c 


nvisioKt i 

8SCTXOS1 7 


> 

- » 


♦ ■•Oumea 


Subject is a key figure i» the dew York Office, •which of fie* 
is of floe of c rigln in this ease* Last r port tubraitted by 
the lew York Office was dated May 8* 194/. 

There appears lft the file a letter from the Bureau, bated 
O ee sft her IS, 1 940, requesting a current report end a recommendation as to 
whether or net the subject should be continued on the security index. 

The file fails to reflect that a current report has been or 
is Is the process of being prepared. 
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Bureau instructions tnat reports be submitted every six man thl 5 ' 
In key figure eases h»- re ooviously not been complied with in this case. I uil* 
c-i ats arrangements should be made so that a current report shall be submitted 
to the Bureau without further delay. 


This case oas been assigned to Special Agent 


since January 16, 1949 and is supervised by Superette* 
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I Instant last r •parts*’ iy '$/l8 wae assigned to b7c 

Vh* writer & report has J| twa swbnitte 1 tp date du* to tbs 

of i; jwre expedite work. AThipcrt In iso teat mgbter will oe submitted 
within the newt SO to 80 daye. 
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b7C 


__ | hae a large group of key figur 

and orgaaitetsenai eaae# aeelpuK! to him on which the Bureau ba* instructed 
,hat earrent report* he prepared. Although thi s »s well as several ether 
oaeee aasigoed to hi a are del in^uwat, it ie felt that given sufficient tima 
he will be able to bring these ease# up to date. I cannot rofeseijpt this earn 
at tM» tltr la order to prepare a report iw«»di*ie!y due to tu« shortage of 
p*-wt*nn«i as the other agents on the emotion are aiao handling oa-'.ee on six 1 oh 
the Burr*** ha# instructed that reports fee prepared. It it? hopo.f ‘.hat a report 
ears he roktrr. our within the next SO to 60 days. 


At h. jpaifnopt; dm i to the volume of wort on ./ommunist me tiers in this 
odtfioe, we have not been able to limit tire case load 
per agent to that which would enable agent# to keep the ca earn current. v*« 
realise the Import an oe of keeping those cases current. *e will oontiauo our 
efforts to do so. 


»« have assigned as many agents aa wo poeaibly csr, to 
Communist work, oemaonsuratc with our roaponsibiliviae 
lm other investigative fields. The Bureau has been advised of our concern 
over the delinquency in Cowauniet eases and I have requested additional 
personnel to permit us to handle the work in accordance with bureau instructions. 
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SUBJECT: LEVERETS STONE GLEASON, was. 
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It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


ALIASES 


BACE 


cr 

SEX- 


‘NATIVE BORN 

c:.. 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 
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™ 1 ® v s/i6j pm 
LEVIRBTT STOKE GLEASfffiu was , , 49 1/5/50 
Le\MEleason, Alexand er^tev 


OF CAME 


INTERNAL SECURITY -C 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 





Subject employe^ as -publisher Lev Gleason Publications., Inc. 
NYC and as publisher of "Newcastle News” Chappaqua, NY. 
Resides Chappaqua, NY. Subject is member Board of Directors, 
<3 k'f ft C, Received suspended sentence and $500.00 fine 
on contempt charge T73DG , vTashington, DC 7/16/47. . Subject 
resigned position with J F R C June, 1947. Subject* 
denies GERHARD Tpil ILSU ever employed by M Readers Scope” a 
magaaine published by subject. SubjectfeC.P. ftbht activities 
set out. Subject’s publication advocates civil liberties 
for all, including Communists; coll abortion Rua$&j|. 

and opposed American support, of FRANCO Spaii^ Nationalist 
China, or intervention in Turkey, Greece, Pajpstine or 
India. Subject active in affairs of America Legion and 
TT eterans of Foreign Tfers, Chappaaua. NY* / 

SECURITY INFORMATION - COnMeNTIAL 


- F* - 


REFERENCES: 

\ 


Bureau file 


100-165Q71 


.^Report of SJI 
H ** RESIDENCES 


(Ll 

at New York, 5/5/47 


b7C 




©£ 


1 

c -■ ' , 

f r 


On ITftftflwhar 


29, 1949 it was ascertained by Special Agegt , 
Jthat the subject currently resides on Park b7C 


Drive, Chappaqua, Me’-- York, 
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EMPLOYMENT 


Special Agent 


through appropriate pretext, on 


b7C 


December 19, 1949 ascertained that the subject dchtinues to be employed 
in the capacity of publisher of the "Newcastle News” with offices at Bedford 
Road, Chappaqua, New York, 


On January 5, 1950 through an appropriate pretext telephone call 
to the offices of the Lev Gleason Publications-, Inc., 114 East 32 Street, 

New York City, i A - was ascertained that the subject continues to be employed 
with this organization in the capacity of publisher. The New York City 
classified telephone directory for November, 1949 lists the Lev Gleasoft 
Publications, Inc, as publishers of "Boy Comics", "Crime Does Not Pay Comics", 
"Crime and Punishment Comics", "Daredevil Comics", "Desperado Comics", "Horse'' 
Feathers" and "Reader's Scope." 

COMMUNIST AFFILIATIONS 


Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 


i i of known reliability, on July 3, 1947 

furnished a booklet pertaining to the "Convention of Solidahity" held' in 
Mexico City, August 20^hrough August 25, 1943 which reflected the names of 
Mr , . and .^cSj>..-LBVSIE,T T i^X GL ESSQN - as American delegates to the convention and 
representatives of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, New ?ork "" 1 


Special Agent 


attended the Joint Anti-Fascist 


*• I I 1 -*- ^ ^ WiAVAv'-t viAw UUXUU AUUJk""!. awJViJ 

Refugee Committee, Madison Square- Garden rally on December 16, 1947, the 
purpose of which was to urge the isolation of FRANCO Spain and the ’formation 
of a new Spanish Republic* Among the contributions announced at the rally 
was one of $>250.00 by the subject. 


b7C 


I 1 : ■ 1 b2 

| of unknown reliability, who claimed to 

vbe closely associated with the subject and familiar with the latter’s activi-t b7D 
at Chappaqua, New York, advised that in July of 1947 the subject, at that time 
a prominent member of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, submitted a 
considerable amount of written material and literature to the Committee in 
New York City,. 


The "Reporter Dispatch", a newspaper located at White Plains, New York 
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announced on April 1, 1947 that a District Grand Jury citing convening at Washing tc 
D. JC> on March 32-> 1947 had indicted 16 members of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee who had been identified as the governing body of that 
organization, According to the article, the Grand Jury indictment accused 
the group of ' conspiring to prevent the House Committee on Bn-American Activities 
from gaining access to the records of the organization and failing to produce 
the records before the Committee. Among those indicted as members of the 
governing body was I ,E7ERE TTmLEASON, identified as publisher of the "Newcastle 
News", Chappaqua, New York, 

The "Daily Worker" issue of July 17, 1947 reported that 11 of the 
leaders of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee were sentenced July 16, 

1947 to prison terms of from 3 to 6 months and fined $500,00 in the United 
States District Court, Washington, D, C. on a charge of being in contempt 
of the House Un-American Committee, According to the article, 5 others, in- 
cluding the subject, were given a 3 -month suspended sentence and fined in the 
amount of $500,00, These latter individuals, according to the article, 
expressed their willingness to surrender the books of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee to the House Un-American Activities Ccfctfittefe, but Stated 
that it was not within their power to do this. The article states that 
these latter 5 paid their fines and indicated 'to the Court that they had no 
intention of appealing, and further advised the judge that they had resigned 
asdirectors of the Joint Anti- -Fascist Refugee Committee in June of 1947, 

On February 4, 19431 I ol knew* r-gi-i ahi 

adyised that according to |of the 

Joint Anti-Fascist .Refugee Comniitfee, the subject had severed all relations 
with Dr, EDY/ARD K^RARSKY, National Chairman of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee : £rW had not spoken to him since the contempt sentences had 
been received. 

It is noted that according to the "Daily Worker 1 * issue of July 17, 

1947, Dr, BARSKY was sentenced to a prison term of 6 months and fined in 
the amount of $500.00. 

' * y 

The ‘'Newcastle Tribune", a newspaper published at Chappaqua, New 
York, issue of February 23, 1947 reported that GERHARDT EISLER, who had ' just 
been indicted by a District of Columbia Grand Jury for contempt of the House 
of Representatives in September, 1945, listed "Reader.te Scope" of which the 
subject is publisher, as his employer. The article states that the subject 
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was contacted with regard .to this claim on the part of EISLER and stated 
that no articles had ever appeared in "Reader's Scope'! under EISLER 'S name 
nor did he ever at any time submit articles which were purchased or accepted. 
The subject explained that his only connection with EISLER was the fact 
that the latter was ,a member of the Executive Board of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee which Garried on its rolls the names of 12 refugees who had 
fought in the Spanish War and who had come to this country after leaving a 
concentration camp at Vernet, France, enroute to Mexico, 

According to ( the article GLEASON claimed that the Joint Anti-FaScist 
Refugee Committee did .not .bring EISLER to this country but that he came under 
the auspices of the American Committee to Save Refugees, Later the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee took over 12 of these refugees, one of whom 
was EISLER, 

l^e ''Newcastle News", a newspaper published by the subject at 
Chappaqua, New lark, issue of March 13, 1947 contains a statement by the 
subject concerning hi? relations with GERHARD T EISLER and allegations that 
the "Newcastle Newsy was a Communist newspaper, This article is quoted in 
part as follows? 

'■"^ANSWERS TO A FEW QUESTIONS 



*ffe asked LEVERETT S. GLEASON, our publisher, to write an editorial, 
this week, but found him up to his neck in other publishing activities, Xet 
we felt so many readers wanted his views on several questions that we asked 
for an intepview-r-and here if is verbatim, 

"EDITOR? I imagine you have read the story in another newspaper about 

developments fn you£ libel suit against the World- Tele gray , Do 
you want to comment? ' 

*WR, GLEASON? As a matter of fact, I haven't seen the story but I would not 

comment in any way about a law suit to which I am a party until 
after the case is settled. Any lawyer would agree to the wisdom 
of this^ I will say my attorneys and I fully expect to van the 
ease apd that some people are in for several big surprises, 

"EDITOR? TThat about the story that GERHARD EISLER was employed by Readar' s 
Scope Magazine? 






k 
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"MR. GLEASON: 

"EDITOR: 
••MR. GLEASON: 

••EDITOR: 
«MR. GLEASON: 

"EDITOR: 
"MR. GLEASON: 





He was never employed by Reader’s Scope or by me* He never 
wrote anything for Reader's Scope, Several years ago we bought 
some research material from him fdr a total cost, if I remember, 
of $150. It concerned primarily the possibility of an early 
collapse of Germany from within. It so Happens the material 
was not used, as. I had a contrary opinion. Our relation to' 
EISLER is analogous to a situation where you might buy a sack 
of potatoes' from a grocer who was later arrested on some 
charge or other. 

What about the case in which you and 16 others have been cited 
for contempt of Congress? 

After nearly a year's delay, I understand that the case will 
soon come before the Grand Jury, and if there are indictments, 
the case will be tried, I cannot discuss that case either 
until after the court proceedings, 

What do you say to those who say the New Castle News is a 
Communist paper? 

I think our more than 1,000 regular readers in the town would 
be very surprised to hear it. However, that’s the style of the 
day. If you don't like anything or anybody; call it or him ’ 
Communist. 

Do you think there is any sort of pattern connecting the pro- 
posed anti^-labor legislation, the red hunts, the contempt cases, 
the rising anti-semitism, the drive against LLLLENTHAL and antics 
of people like BILBO, RANKIN, Me KELLER, and LOOMIS of the ; 
Columbians , 

Indeed yes. It is all one pattern. We are in a period of a 
reactionary swing in ths country, a very dangerous swing whch 
holds many of the elements of potential- fascism, There is a 
concerted drive against civil liberties, against labor’s rights 
and the democratic aspirations of the plain people. The purpose 
of the anti-labor legislation is to smash unions and cut wages. 

It is a drive against the 'majority of the American people, for 
the majority work for a living and barn wages. I am against 
cutting wages, ; ’ - 
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“EDITOR: But a drive by big business to cut wages need not be an 

indication of fascism — we've had that before* 

“MR. GLEASON: True — but this is a new period and the monopolists have learned 

new methods — the methods of fascism. If our way of life is to 
be preserved, it must be defended — the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights must be upheld in full. There must be no denial of 
civil liberties to anyone — and that goes for Communists and 
Catholics and Jehovah's Witnesses and Jews and Protestants, 
for white and black, for workers and employers — for all. Any ' 
drive against the rights of one is a threat to the rights of 
all* We cannot tolerate any second class citizenship for those 
with whom we disagree . 

“EDITOR: Do you think we can preserve our democratic way of life? 

"MR. GLEASON: It is being put to a severe test. I think it can if we uphold 

our Constitution and Bill or Rights 100$ without yielding one 
iota to anybody, if we practise democracy at home and abroad, 
if we insure prosperity by maintaining our high standards of 
wages and living, and if we apply to our national life, in 
approaching political, economic and business problems a little 
more of the ethics and morals pointed out so clearly in the 
teachings of our great religious faiths* 

'EDITOR: What is your background, MR. GLEASON, just briefly? 

M MR. GLEASON: Well, I was born in Winchendon, Mass., Feb. 25, 1893. 

"EDITOR: Were your parents born here too? 

“MR. GLEASON: I don't think that makes much difference. I'm not much of a one 

for judging a person by where his parents were born. But to 
answer your question — ye 3 , and if it's of any interest, THOMAS 
GLEASON, the first settlor of cur family on the paternal side 
came to Watertown, Mass., in 1652— while on my mother's side, 
JOSHUA WHITNEY was born in Watertown in 1635. Getting back to 
me, I was raised in Newton, Mass., went to Phillips Andover, 
one year at Harvard, class of 1920, when I left to enlist in the 
Army in World War I, Spent two years overseas. I have been in 
the publishing business most of the time for the past 25 years* 
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"EDITOR: 
"MR. GLEA-SONt 

"EDITOR: 
"MR. GLEASON j 

"EDITORS 
"MR, GLEASON; 

"EDITOR; 
«MR, GLEASON; 

"EDITOR; 
"MR, GLEASON: 




I served in the Army Air Force Heather Service in World War II 
and hold an honorable discharge from both hitches in the 
service. I moved to Chappaqua in 1941. 

Do you belong to any veterans ’ organizations? 

Yes, the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Veterans Committee, and the Yankee Division Veterans 
Association* 

Have you ever been to Russia? 

No, I have never been to the Soviet Union— but I would certainly 
like to visit that country and probably will some day. 

Why did you start the New Castle News? 

Because I am very interested in the community where I live and 
I felt a newspaper was needed which would inform our residents 
honestly and which could serve and build the community. Being 
a publisher I thought I could best serve by publishing a good 
local paper. 

The newspaper is independent in politics. What are your personal 
politics? 

I am an entolled voter in the American Labor Party, of which 
I am very proud. 

Why are you so careful that the nev/spaper doesn’t attack the 
character of people withvfocm you disagree? 

I simply don’t believe in smear journalism. I believe in fair 
competition. That's free enterprise, isn’t It? We wll go to 
any lengths to fight for issues we believe in and to attack 
wrongs to the community and its people* A newspaper gets to 
know more about people in a town than anyone, knows pretty 
nearly everything that is going on. But we don’t go in for 
character assassination, nor even personal attack, unless it 
is required in the interest of the community. 
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wEDITCEt Thank you Mr, GLEASON — anything in conclusion? 

"MR, GLEASON: Just that we’ll continue to fight for the things we believe 

in— and for the people of this township— the stuffed shirts, 
the weasel wcrders, the phoneys and the old gossips to the 
contrary notwithstanding,” 


Civil Rights Congress 


of known reliability, advised that he 
was in attendance at a dinner sponsored by the Civil Rights Congress held 
October 1^, 1946 at the Ho4,el Pennsylvania, New York City, This dinner was 
announced as'he-in^ hold f/>r the may-ess purpose of inaugurating an. "Oust 
BILBO Campaign," 


b2 

b7D 


Legal Staff, Chairman, Civil Rights Con- 
gress, acted as toastmaster and after delivering an address requesting con- b7C 
tri buttons, approximately $9,000,00 was collected. According to the informant, 
the subject, identified as publisher of "Reader’s Scope", was credited with 
a contribution of $500,00# The informant .further advised that the following 
Communist Party functionaries were present at this meeting:’ 

^flJRlEL DRAPER Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

National Committee, Communist Party 

International Workers Order > 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
Trade Union Director, Communist Party 
Jefferson School of Social Science 


flttLTON WOLFF 


b7C 


by the 


It is to be noted that the above organizations have been listed 
itorney General as Communist front organizations. 


Congress hf American Women 


| | of unknown reliability, who claimed b2 

to be clotely associated with the affairs cf the Congress of American Women, 
advised that the subject spoke at a meeting cf this organization on March 28, b7D 
1947 at the organization’s Manhattan Chapter in New York City. According to 
the informant, the subject on this occasion commented with regard to a speech 
by President TRUMAN that, "’Then TRUMAN spoke he shot the works and he shot 
the American people," The subject praised the Congress of American ’/omen and 
instituted a collection from which approximately $600,00 was realized. 

It is to be noted that the Congress of American Women is an organi- 
zation that has been designated as a Communist -front organization by the 
Attorney General and coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 
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oice of Freedom Committee 


The " New York Post* issu 4 March 3, 1947 reported an article by 

PAUL DENNIS which stated that the^p SSvQ o f Voice of Freedom Committee* had 
been formed under the direction 01 Dr, HENRY ffiATffe^RCHliD and that the 
Committee was to hold a., dinner on March 5, 1947 at the Park Central Hotel, 
New York City where it was hoped enough money could be raised to sponsor 
••liberal commentators on the air.” 


According to| | of known reliability, the 

subject was listed as one of the chairmen of this dinner, b2 


In the New York newspaper ••PM” issue of March 2., 1947 it was 
reported that DOROTH¥rRAfiKER had announced the formation of a ’’Save the Voice 
of Freedom Committee” because of the dismissal of a large number of ’’liberal 
commentators” which dismissal^ were due to the "pressure of reactionary 
influences in radio," According to the article, PARKER was quoted as stating 
that the Save the Voice of Freedom Committee would seek to "maintain radio 
as a democratic instrument of the people,” > 

The April issue of t!i(^4l4£pice of 'Freedom*, official organ of the 
Voice of Freedom Committee, reported that this latter organisation came into 
existence as a result of the "Air the Voice of Freedom Dinner” held March 5, 
1947. 



MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 
Loyalty Order 


The- following is an editorial appearing in the "Newcastle News* 
issue of March 27, 1947 relative to inquiries conducted by Government agencies 
regarding the loyalty of Government employees, which is quoted as follows? 
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"There can be no question whatever but that our Government and all 
its branches should insist upon absolute and unswerving loyalty on the part 
of each and every employee,, 

"The issue, however, has become so obscured that it might be well 
to ask who is to determine and define loyalty. There are no two ways about 
loyalty; one is either loyal or disloyal, A loyal person is one who will 
uphold the Government of the United States against its enemies, foreign and 
domestic, and who will defend the Constitution of the United States, with 
his life if need be* ♦ 

"At the present time, however, there has been launched in the United 
States a far-reaching witoh hunt. Some of the deep and hidden elements be* 
hind this witch hunt are themselves the disloyal ones for it is the:/ who are 
developing a. pattern of potential fascism in the United States, The pattern 
of fascism— the original design was created by MUSSOLINI in Italy— was 
elaborated and improved by 11111,.® in Nazi Germany, and it is being copied by 
some of our 'best stylists' in America. 

"The introduction of some of the sweeping anti-labor legislation 
is part and parcel of that pattern — for some of this legislation is intended 
not to bring labor peace but to smash labor unions. Other bills are being 
readied to outlaw minority political parties, to withhold mailing privileges 
from publications who ideas may not be popular. And now. President TRUMaN, 
under pressure, has issued a decree concerning so-called 'disloyal jobholders*' 
The first question here involves Communists, 

"In all this hysteria of the moment, we feel that it should be 
determined once and for all by the courts whether the Communist Party in America 
owes allegiance to a foreign power, whether it seeks to overthrow the Govern- 
ment of the United States, It is a strange contradiction that membership in 
a political party can be on the one hand proof, per se, of disloyalty, while 
on the other hand, this same party is in many States a legal party electing 
office-holders , Two city councilman in New York City are, and were elected, 
as Communists. 'Toy not let us get the whole thing straightened out? 

"The attack upon the C-mmunists, however, already has widened to 
include anyone who, it can be claimed, has sympathies with the ideas of a 
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so-called ’Communist front organization', and not alone the loyalty of these 
individuals is to be questioned — but their intentions. Ibis sounds very much 
to us like the Japanese decree against 'dangerous thoughts*' 

"Perhaps those who are going to do the investigation, and in whose 
hands will rest the fate of Government job-holders, have now devised a 
machine similar to the lie detector which will probe the subconscious and 
come up with proof of one's intentions, 

"It is not the purpose of all those who are pushing this type of 
legislation to drive America along the road to fascism — but there are these 
who have as their purpose the creation of a wave of hysteria and fear among 
our people, A people afraid are a wreak people and a weak people can easily 
be led. 


H1f /e stand for absolute and complete patriotic loyalty on the part 
of every Government job-holder. There can be no question about this what- 
ever. But at the same time, in. time of crises, more than any other, it is 
the patriotic duty of all to uphold our civil liberties, our Bill of Rights, 
and the Constitution itself* 

"A revival of the old— fashioned witch hunt can only injure the 
American people, 

"The pattern of fascism is being put together— attacks cn trade 
unions, attacks on minority political parties, judging a man's loyalty by 
his intended beliefs. This same pattern has been evident in every country 
where fascism has come to power. Let us beware of those who, under the 
mask of fighting Communism, are, in reality, trying to make this a fascist 
America. Just plain good old-fashioned democratic U* $. A, is good enough 
for us— let's keep' it that way," 


Foreign Policy 


The following is an editorial appearing in the "Newcastle News" 
issue of March 20, 1947 reflecting the ncxvspaper's attitude toward the 
prevailing foreign policy of the United States, which is quoted as fellows t 
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"We think there need be no such choice.- Our present dilemma has 
been brought about by the stumbling, inept policy of former Secretary BYRNES , 
plus the deliberate machinations of powerful interests who want war — -thp 
sooner the better. The present new policy is the direct outcome cf CHURCHILL'S 
Fulton, Missouri speech— which was a direct call for war against 'Russia to 
halt the spread of Communist ideas * 

K ¥ar will not halt the spread of any ideas. Communist or otherwise i 
Ideas in peoples' minds are not turned on and off at #r* CHURCHILL'S whim*. 
Ideas grow from conditions which obtain. 

"If our form of democracy is to prevail in this world, it must be 
by good example— not by the sword. President ROOSEVELT knew this and hewed 
out a policy of collaboration with ' the Soviets,; We ape in this terrible 
crisis today because we have abandoned ROOSEVELT'S foreign policy— and for 
no other reason^ 

M N0 OTHER REASON l . 

"Are we goiAg to police the whole world, attempt to shove our idehd 
down the throats of smaller peoples everywhere by force of arms? Already 
behind closed doors in Washington they are talking of expenditures of ten 
billion dollars, of setting the draft in motion again, of aU-out war. 

"After Greece and Turkey, will we intervene in Palestine and India 
and China? There's lots cf talk about it. 

"Former Ambassador JOE KENNEDY has pointed out that if a socialist 
economy doesn't work in Europe, the Europeans will find it out. Senator TAFT 
has been quick to challenge this critical departure in American policy. 

Voices are being raised on every side. It must be a thunder of voices 
from the whole of America, a great tumult shouting 'No war with Russia or 
anybody else ' , 

"Let the people of this township join with the aroused millions 
throughout the nation in protesting this recklesness with the peoples' 
lives and the fate cf our beloved country. 
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"Relief for suffering people, YES l No political loans, no 
military missions, no troops, NO 7AR. Let's prove democracy works by shewing 
the world it works, Let's stick to the great ideals on which our country 
was founded and. which have carried us down the centuries. Our support of 
the Greek monarchy, of the Turkish dictatorship, the fascist regime of FRANCO 
cr the murderous clique around Chiang Kai-Shek, is not in the American 
tradition, it is NOT the American way, It is not even honest, 

"We can make an enduring peace, we can lead the people of the world 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness by returning to the ROOSEVELT 
policy. We don' t want xvar— the Russians don’ t want war — there must be no 
war— new or later, 

"But the crisis is upon us. The need for the people to express 
themselves is urgent, 

"We are faced with, a matter of life and death. Mistake that not, 

"Every reader of this paper — every resident of this town-— every 
church congregation— and- every school classroom — should write cr wire 
Congressman GAMBLE, Senators WAGNER and IVES,, and President TRUMAN now— today- 
protesting the drive to war i" 


Veterans Affairs 

The "Newcastle News" : dated April 17, 1947 announced the election 
of officers for the northern Westchester Post 2721 of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars at a meeting on Thursday, April 10, 1947. This article reflects that 
the subject was elected to the position of Trustee of the above mentioned 
Post, 

I 1 b2 

| of unknown reliability,, advised on 

April 1, J.94S that the subject had been refused membership in the American b7D 
Legion at Chappaqua because of his reputed Communist Party background,, The 
informant commented that newspapers in the vacinity of Chappaqua and YJhite 
Plains, New York were also checking into the subject’s election as an officer 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars because of the subject's having been cited 
in Washington on contempt charges by the un-American Affairs Committee 
regarding his connections with the Joint xmti -Fascist Refugee Committee „ 
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The “Reporter Dispatch” issue of April 9, 1948 reported that 
members of the northern Westchester Post of the Veterans of Foreign /Jars 
•were questioned on April 3, 1943 concerning the election of the subject as 
Commander of that Post in March of 1943. According to the article GLEASON 
was hospitalized at the time of the hearing and, therefore, was not present. 
Following this meeting, according to the article, RAPHAEL J. MaC'ARO, County 
Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, announced that he was continuing 
an investigation into. the whole situation but did not amplify this comment. 


- PENDING - 



NY 100-56664 


LEiJD 


NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 


Will continue to fellow and report the activities of subject, 
indicating Communist Party affiliations or participation in Communist Party 
activities. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The fnllnwinp' Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of 


Si i h New York, dated January 30, 1950were designated b7C 

temporary uonrxctentiai informant* symbols to better protect their identity Oj. 
at the specific request of the individual: 

b2 


b7C 


SA 


who furnish ed information to 

_]and Special Employee 


b2 

b2 

b7D 

b7C 


I Scarsa&le, New fork. 

k e port of Sii. | 

New York, entitled "CIVIL RIGHTS 
CONGRESS - INTERNAL SECURITY -C« dated 


b2 • March 1, 1947. 

1 1 ■* 

| 

b7C 


Confidential mailbox of the New York 
office* 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


I who furnished 

sii 1 


information to 


1 

I I Uftappaaua. New Jot] 

nr. who 

t'nY'rri ctVicaH 

information to SA 
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Director, MI 
SAC, New York 


DATE: July 


[EOT: 


R3 



LEVERETT STONE'laLEASONj (LOUIS BUDMZ UOO) 
INTERfiAL SECURE! * C 


u 




LOUIS F. BUDENZ, formerly managing editor of the VK>rfeer<* 

and a Communist Party functionary until he broke with tt^jParty in Goto 
1945 has been interviewed during the past few months concerning the 
concealed Communists whom he knew. The person na?ted above. as the subject 
of this case, was one of those individuals whom BUd&JZ described as a 
concealed Communist. BUDSJSZ describes a concealed Communist as. one ‘‘who 
does not hold himself out as a Communist and who would deny membership 
in the Party. 


e^ 




BUJEIf’2 advised SA 


on June 20, 


b7C 


of all he knew concerning the subject, that he felt was pertinent* ana 
dictated this informs 
during the interview. 


dictated this information to a stenographer of this office, who was present 


Ke used, in order to bring out all he knew about the subject, the 
following set of questions. He considered all questions in connection with 
this subject. Inhere he did not comment on some' particular question to the 
activity of the subject, then it is because he had no knowledge, liNfe 
recalled anything about tee subject as a result of these questions he dictate^ 
what he knew. Ihe questions are as follows: 


1. Identify individual 

a. If observed a description and other identifying data; 
b* If not seen, enou$i descriptive data about individual to positively 
identify him or her; 
c. Any aliases 



2. Narrate how he knows individual as a Communist 

a. If seen at a closed meeting get date, place and persons present at 
meeting 

. b, If told officially that individual was a Communist, who said it, what 
were the circumstances, and who was present; 
c. Relate all occasions when he met or heard of individual as Communist* 


3. Documents 

Did individual ever write anything that mi^ht be considered Communist 
literature. 

1. For "Daily Worker", "New Masses", "Political Affairs", 
and any front publications or other publications. 
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4 Fronts 

Was individual active in front organizations. 

a. which organizations 

b. How active was individual 

5 . Espionage 

Was individual ever involved in secret work; 

What work; 

Who knew it; 

Did individual ever do any special \>rork for party, 

6. Is individual still active or sympathetic toward Party, 

7. Gan you recall any trips abroad particularly to Russia and the 
approximate date of the trips? Can you recall the nature of the trips. 

8. Did you ever hear that he had attended any of the training schools in 
Russia? 

i 

9. Did this subject appear to have entree to the Russian Consulate or 
did he. receive special consideration and attention from knpwn Russian 
Agents or Communist Officials in U.3.? 

10. Is the subject working for the U.S. Government or is he affiliated in 
any way in Confidential Government work at this time? 

11. Did this individual have military training, Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
U.S. Army, other service? 

12 . Was this individual employed in vital industry? 

13. Do you know any other members of his family who are Communists? 

14. Do you know of any other activity on the part of the individual which 
would indicate that the individual is a concealed Communist? 

Additional questions were asked as a result of his answers to the above 
questions in order to fully develop his information. 
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Letter to Director 
N* 100-5 666k 

Attached is a blind memorandum dictated by LOUIS F. BUDENZ 
and containing all the pertinent information concerning the subject -which 
BUDENZ could presently recollect. 

The original of each memo has been reviewed by Mr. BUDENZ and he 
has made any necessary correction^ and he has sipped the original. The 
signed original of each ran mo is being retained in the confidential informant 
file of LOUIS F. BUDENZ, NT file 62-8988. 

Since the individuals such as the subject of this case are, 
according to BUDENZ, concealed Communists and since they are, in most 
instances, persons of some prominence, it is suggested that if the 
information appearing in the attached blind memo is reported, then Mr. 

BUDENZ should be given a temporary confidential informant symbol. 

For the information of the Bureau the subject is one of the 400 
concealed Communists whom BUDENZ stated he knew. The names of these 
concealed Communists were sent to the Bureau in the case captioned ,? Communist 
Party, USA, Internal Security - C M . 
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L3VERCTT npftdMI 

Editor and publisher of oo mic magazines. Formerly editor of 
"Reader* Scope" and new an editor of a ’’estehester Oounty newspaper* 


I have met him on several occasions aa a Communist, notably, 
twice at the home of FREDERICK VANDERBILT FIEID on 12th Street. Mr. GLSASOH 
was a very active Communist in 19UU and 19U5, to my knowledge, advising 
the Daily Worker on its tabloid appearance and also participating in other 
advice to the Party on publication natters. 


While I received official information of this at tha Daily 
h members of the Politburo, specifically ay chief source of 


Worker thro _ _ . 

inform a tion, | I a t the same time I met GLEASON and discussed 

these Matters with him personally. Also, he advised me, as I knew from b7c 
ether sources, that he employed members of the hailv Worker p taff as 
writers on the Re aders Scope. 
under the name of 


One of these was 


who rrate 


In the Politburo discussions, m d confirmed by Mr. GLEASON 
to me. Readers Scope was also established in order te fight the Readers 
Digest and te be a Communist Party means of invading that field. 


GLEASOR was a member of the Executive Committee of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refuges Committee and also has bean a member of a number of 
other fronts. 




**&*&*!£ 




STANDARD FORM NO* 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

9 9ft 7 7 V. >'} 

TO '■ Director, FBI ' oatb: AU& 2 5 IS5Q v 

FROk^^^-SAc, New York %$f 7 

- SUBJECT: lOTEREFT STCnI^LEASQN, was. 

SECURITY MATTER - C V C /> 

' (Bureau file 100-165971) 

Review of the subject's file indicates that he has been carried as 
a key figure in the ^sw York Office because of his importance in the Comunist 
movement* This activity appears to have been his associations with the 
Joint Anti Fascist Refugee CoraBittea^SPeaders Scope” , and individuals who 
are known Communists or are believed to be pro-Consranista . The file review 
also reflects that he is no longer associated with the two above mentioned 
organizations although he is still reported to maintain pro-communist sympathies 
There is nothing to indicate that he is important in the c ommun±st movement 
at the present time. 

In view of the above, this individual no longer will be carried as 
a key figure in the New York Office. 

‘Vi, 

A closing report on this subject is being sfiBraittedj^fc this^time and 
T a .security index cand will be continued on him. ^ c= 

J ^cUl 100-96900 T = 
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rtUERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YORK 


NY file no. 100-£6661| NHK/f'C 


REPORT MADE AT 

NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


3/25/50 : 8/11,15,16/50 


REPORT MADE BY 


b7C 


TITLE 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


LEVERETT STONE GLEASON, was. 


skcuritt blatter - c 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


YV 


< 


Subject continues to reside at 
Gliappaq.ua, N.Y., where he is 
publisher of the ’’Newcastle News". 

He is presently also publisher of 
I®U?LE.-.S0N Publications, NYC. 

Confidential Informant has advised that 
subject was a Communist during 19i|it 
and 19k5, at which time he advised the 
’’Daily Worker" on its tabloid appearance 
and furnished advice concerning other . ; ; 
Communist publications. While associated 
with "Readers Scope" he employed "Daily 
worker" writers to write for that magazine. 


— G “ 


c 




"31 


I 

c*; 

9 


ir 


DETAILS 



1 ^ 
i 

vJ 


mWi 

RESIDENCE AND BUSINESS ADDRESS 


The current .Manhattan telephone directory has the listing 
for the LEV^GLEASOI! Publications, llU East 32nd Street, 
telephone number MU 7-3022. 


* , 

,b'b2 


.'i 


of known reliability, ascertained 
on August 11, 1950, that the subject continues his 
/ associations with the LEV GLEASON Publications, llU East 32nd 
* Street, New York, New York. 




The current Westchester County "telephone directory lists the 
residence of LEVERETT TOME GLEASON as park Drive, Chappaq.ua, 



PROPERTY -OF FBI-THIS'toNFlDENTlAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BYUHE F^t.X^.^Rt NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


u s. government printing OFFICE 16" '59255-1 
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New York. 

The "Newcastle Tribune" of June 16, 1950, describes GLEASON as 
publisher of "Newcastle News" (Chappaqua, New York ) • 


OOBMPNIST PAR3Y C ONNEC TIONS 

On June 20, 1950, Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, 
described GLEASON as editor and publisher of comic magazines, a former editor 
of "Readers Scope" and now the editor of the Westchester County newspaper* 

Confidential Informant T-2 said that he met GLEASON on several 
occasions as a Communist* This informant stated that GLEASCN was a very 
active Communist during 1944 and 1945, at which time he, GLEASON, advised 
the "Daily Worker” on its tabloid appearance and also furnished advice to 
the Communist Party on other publication matters • 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist daily newspaper* 
T-2 advised that GLEASON employed members of t hej? Daily Wor ker" 


-L. — — — "UT tf . P 

staff as writers on "Rea ders Scone"* o ne of these being [ 
writes under the name of 


who b7C 


itated also that it was made known to b2 
w by GLEASON and by othei 1 sources that "Readers Scope" was established in 
order to fight the "Reader* s Digest" and to be the Communist Party means of 
invading that field. T-2 also advised that GLEASON was a member of several 
Communist Party fronts during 1944 and 1945 • 


MISCELLANEOUS 

The "Newcastle Tribune" . Chappaqua, New York, on June 16, 1950, 
carried an article entitled "JAFGR Directors Begin Jail Terms In Contempt 
Case", (Joint Anti Fascist Refugee Committee). This article went on to 
sav that Dr. EDWARD R>-BARSKY, Chairman, and ten other members of JAFRC 
began jail sentences for content of Congress for refusing to turn over 
records and data regarding the JAFRC to the H°^e 

Activities. The article stated further that LE7ERETT S . ' GLEASON of Park 
Drive (Chappaqua), publisher of t&W Newcastle News", a former director of 
the JAFRC, had originally been convicted with the other members of the JAFRC, 
but did not appeal his case and paid a fine of $500, at which time he was also 
tfivsaa three months suspended sentence when he resigned from that organization* 
Commenting further on Mr. GLEASON, the article stated, "Mr. GLEASON was enrolled 
to vote the Communist ticket in 1933 and 1935, according to the registry of 
voters of the Board of Elections of New York City, pages 52 and 53. 


- 2 - 





T 




NY 100-56664 


«In 1933, one IEVERETT S^LEASON and his former wife, MARIE, 
registered to vote for the Communist Party, stating, according to the 
rpqord that they were both thirty-four years old. • * n The article states 
alio, “In 1939 Mr. GLEASCN signed petition nominating ISRAEL AMBTER to 
run for City Councilman on the Communist ticket. 

"In 1941, Mr. GLEASON bought a house on Park Drive, in Chappaqua, 
and moved there, inhere he is now living. New Castle voters’ files, beginning 
in 1946, do not show him registered to vote in that year. 

"In 1947, his name appears alone, registered in the American labor 
Party...” '******<. 

11 Mr. GLEASON'S name appears on the New Castle voters’ register in 1948, 
still a member of the American..,5abor Party, but in 1949 and l950,he registered 
with his present wife, MARGARET~trr < <ILEASON, as a Democrat.” 

A Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Report of March 29, 
1949, Page 78, cited the American Eabor Party as follows; 

”For years the Communists have put forth the greatest efforts to 
capture the entire American Labor Party throughout New York City. They 
succeeded in capturing the Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the American 
labor Party, but outside of New York City they have been unable to win 
control” . 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


b7C 


* 


e Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of si 

* a ^ w t . ■ 


dated August 25, 1950 , at New Toxic, New York, are as follows 1 


b2 


Pretext telephone call 

to the IW CtT.PASOW Pnhll cations 


by SA 
Augus 


b LM. 

m; 


on 


b2 


T930; 

who furnished 


b7C 


information to SA 


b7C 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA 


1/30/50, New York. b7C 
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Office Memorandum 



FD-122 

( 10 - 19 - 49 ) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 

o 

LEVERETT STONE GLEASON, was. 
SECURITY MATTER - C. 

(Bufile 100-165971) 


DATS: June 18, 1951 






U.T.D, 

$ r . H 


. It ie recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the. 

above captioned individual. 

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows*. (Speoify change only) 

NAME ; - 


ALIASES 


RACE SE X NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN _ 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALISE LEAGUE 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) ■ : 

TAB FOR DETCQ M TAB FOR COMSA B 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 73 Park Drive, Chappaqua, N.Y. 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address). 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 



TPL:hd 

IOO -56664 


0 JUL 5 


«POH0-4 j i„/ ;/ 

EX. *119 / JUi> 2 oli5, **V 

** is 






Office Memorandum 



FD-122 

(10-19-49) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO ^Director, FBI 
'ROM : SAC, New York 



A 


SUBJECT: LEVERETT STONE ilLEASON , was 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
/■." Bufile 100-165971 


DATE: July 12, 1951 



It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 

above captioned individual. 

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows : (Specify change only) 

NAME , ' 

ALIASES ■ ■ 



RACE SE X NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTI INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE. 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) , 

TAB FOR DETCO M TAB FOR COMSA B r (vm\ 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 



Tr 

cn 

a 

si 

' co " 

w 

a 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) ^ 

—ft — 

O 

Co 



Hr? 






NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 


TPLljf 

100-5666U 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



Director, FBI (100-165971) 

SAC, New York (100-56661;) 

LEVERETT STONE 'G&EASON, wa. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



DATE 

Card U.T.D* 

A- # 


January 23, 1952 


ft 






10 







It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual* 

^ The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 

NAME 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BOHN NATURALIZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WOHCERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETCO M [ TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 

* r ' 

DATE OF BIRT H ^ PLACE OF BIRTH 

</' < • i- 

BUSINESS AI®.RESS (Stow name' of employing concern and address ) 

;rr ■ : ' " r — 

' f l j^ev priting Company 

Bgdford Road, Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, N.Y* 

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


RECORDED - 126 /£ } -tLiTJ?/ _ *?/ 


iwwsMAT 


. F - /y 

5 9 FEB u, 


W52 


£-Ti 




iJtit 
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- internal Security 
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/ 


A . II. Belmont 


f. A . Branigan 


WAITER BERN ST Elf, was 
ESPIONAGE - B 


August Id, 1953 


I0|30l02> 

/v ^ i 7 C' n i" 






— I In 1946 subject misJA writer for ^Salute," a ' ’ /£) 

publication of Ley&rett Ston&&le a*Qn. Gleason was reported** ' 
to have been a QP member cM tyr^COmpunist; he was a 
director of thejoint Anti-Ease iat Refugee Committee (JAPRC) 
was ~e.eav.te fed of contempt of Congress, He resigned and * 
.recanted, AS a result, he received a three months suspended 
sentence and $500 fine instead of a jail sentence , He was 
reported to have thereafter severed relations with or. 

Edward x. Bursty . National Chairman of the JATRC * During 
1944-1945, he was consulted by the CP for advice on the 
operation of its publications . He is self-employed at the 
present tire, publishing a weekly newspaper lot Ckavaaqua, New 
fork, an - comic and pul a magazines in NYC, re sorted to 

be anti -Communist and approachable at the 0jj/!^ent time, Gleason 
is presently on the s ecu fifty index, tetter ^prepared "'Were 
York Of -ice authorizing mierview with Gle as on, : t:V' 


RECaumNdATIQW t 

, attached letter authorising interview with 

Gleaaonbe approved in the Espionage Section and then 

Internal Security Section for the approval 
of that Section in view of the fact that Gleason is a current 
security index subject and of interest to that Section * 


All INTIMATION CONTAINED 

: r ' !f ' 'DLAS3ificD EXCEPT 
VL-'dh ' UTHERWISE. ^ 


1 olson - 
Ladd . 

Nichols _ 

Lei moot . 
C)e£tf — 
Glavin — 

Had 
Ro 
1 

Gearry 
Mohr 

? interred 

1 ele. Room — 
Holloman __ 

,dzor» - - 

Mi ss Gandy — 


26 iq^ 


v- w •• 


A i 


N °FX£D., 9/ ^ 

[— 


V ;■ 



- 1 00-1 65971 (Leverett 
WBWt bib 


NOT RECOI? t } 1 'T) 

AUG 19 1953 



4&Ad>n ) 

r ! 




tx 

s 

$ 

i 


i 





MM£&U& t 


bl 



m Salute ” was A magazine promo ted and published beginning in 
February, 1946, by Xei/erett S l~ J Gleason , "Salute " mm re- 
ported to follow the Commute t Par iy line and mm an attempt 
to infiltrate ve terane ' organisations , Gleason is reported 
to have employed writers who were formerly employed by 
"Tank* and to have simulated the style and format of "Tan *. " 


The New York Office has requested authority to 
interview Gleason to determine the activities of Bernstein 
during that period , ; , >;< 

f / / / ■ ■ ■ f v '.;. 

Lever ett StonmUHeason was born 2-26-96 0 .atP: : ' 
binchendon, assachusette , Be attended harvard University 
for one year from 1916 to 191 y , tie served in the United // 
States Army from 1917 to 1919 and again from 7*3-42, to 
8-21-43, His present wife is Margaret G* C-Impson, Gleason 
is the publisher of Newcastle News' 1 and is emlf— employed 
as "Lev Gleason Publications , n Lew York City, publishers 
of panic and pulp magazine s , In 1943 the magazine known 
as m Mmdere Scope 0 was established and be became the 
Editorial Streeter of 1km* mayor too pntil it was discontinued. 
This publication was listed by Mm ECU A as a Communist 
initiated and controlled publication, Louis Budens described 
this as a magazine fostered to combat the capitalistic £ 
influence of ** Readers Digest , n An article in the H Eewca$£jjL9 
Tribune* of 6-11-30, stated that Gleason enrolled to votmf_. 
the Gsmunist ticket in 1933 and 1936 according to the BedPd 
of Election records. In 1939 Gleason pPlSd a Communist Patty 
nominating petition on the behalf of Israel Amter, a Communist 
Party candidate • Louis Budens met Gleason as a Communist on 
several occasions and stated that Gleason was very active 
during 1944 and 1946 during which period he advised the 
’’Daily Worker" on its tabloid appearance and furnished advice 
to the Communist Party on other publications , He also advised 
that Gleason employed members of the ' Daily tiorker" staff on 
th e "Saadars Seeps-*' Gleason brought suit against the New York 








**9srld Telegram* on the grounds of libel, In its defense, 
it mas claimed that around 1939 Qleason was a member of the 
Communist Party under the name Alexander'lev , The Mew York 
Office files disclose that Alexander Leu ms the business 
manager for Soviet Russia Today#* 114 East 32nd Street 9 

« » Torb City duringihe late 1230 f s, This is the sane 
dress where Gleams has hie bueine as 


to 




The ” Newcastle fotbune " of 6*Ms~SQ, carried an 
item to the ,gffeet that Lasers tt Oleamm was a director 
of the J&ffii Anti-fascist Refugee (Jmgmittee and was. com- 
victedgm*iccntcupt of Congress , Redesigned andrwscnted, b2 
As a rmmlt, he received a three months susp ended, se ntence 

and a #500 fine instsad of a Jail sentence, | |odwtse<f b7D 

on 2-4—48, that 
of the JAFRC, «fa 


WlaWToWiolc 


tea tnat axeason naa se versa dll 
with Rr, Edward I, Bar sky. National Chairman of the JAFRC , 


b2 


and had net spoken since the contempt sentence • 
ga 10-17-46, advised that Lev ere tt Gleason was erect i Ted 
with contributing #500 to the Civil Eights Congress • The b7D 
JAFRC and CRC are listed ae Communist organisations by the 
Attorney General under Executive Order 9835, Or. 3- 25**5Q, 
the NeuTfork Office advised that Gleason was no longer 
active in the JAFRC and h 'Readers Scope ” and there was 
nothing to indicate that hi ms important in the Commumtst 
movement at thai time. Be was removed from the key figure 
list $ but has tieen retained on the security index up % 
this time. 


2 


on 4-8-53, advised that Gleason was 


dsfini tsly anti-Uommun ist and could bs approached, 
Budsns was net aware of Gleason’s '’conversion, * 


now b2 

Louis n ^ 

b7D 


The Mew York Office is being authorised by the 
attached letter to interview Le verett Qleason , If coopera- 
tive, Gleason can furnish information about Bernstein’s 
activity around the pertinent period. If he is completely 
cooperative, Gleason can furnish infama, ti n a «hn«* ft is — — — 
own Communist Party and front activities,] 
can adequately be protected daring the inwnrrwnriiwinsr 
interest in Bernstein can stem from hie mention in ” Red 
Channels ” or other public records and our real interest 
does not have to be disclosed, Gleason’s coops rati vans as 
should bs readily apparent early in the interview and if 
he is not cooperative, the interview can be terminated. 


bl 
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cc - Internal Secu , 

Section 


SAG, Mew York ( 63-13652) 


director, FBI 


/ 


August 13, 1933 


WALim^iMSTEIN , wa* 
ESPluiAGE - & % 




*/ 

U* 

r 


Rear 

fkwerett Stone 



16 - 33 , requesting autk deity to titters tew 
eon* # r ' ; ' 


rou ere herewith author teed to interview Gleason 
oence rn ing his knowledge *S Berne tein* If you find 

that he- : $d-kot cooperative, the interview should be termi- 
nated* If he is coo perm^de tn furnishing info motion about 
Bernstein , you eon thvW-i question Gleason further about hie 
om Communist activity as well as his knowledge of Co0w&tst 
Party and related activity* 'A. 

This interviaw-wiLst k<» m*7T~nlanned and care taken 


In conducting this 


so as not to eoaproaiaq i - - _ 

interview you should be guUeZ by exTsTTJtg Bumau instructions 
relating to interviews of security subjects * bl 
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JU! 16 1953 

Direoter PBI (100-363390) 

SAC, Hew York (65-19663) 


WALTER HERIISTSIH, was 
ESPIONAGE - K 


Bsnylet 6/19/53 advising t h atl . 

are tws passable sources of Infjjfai tion regarding^ 




*r 


Jo 2 


wA«nftatfT«r*4. 


lni»rTiipid *» 6/29/53 at lark Imt no now inf 0 M&tlon ^ 7 D 




% Oonoorni 

o&W, kufii# 

w fla1nta* 


nniwj> 



an 
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Internal Seourity-Q 

^ T.WV .1 ir 


JL GLEASON, subject of 
)H promoted and publi 
which was described bpr 

a* being an * Inf idiom naaat* and a naans by 
in# communist Party of Infiltrating into •veterans organisations and to incite 
veterans egstlhst our CorenuMat*. 8a otatod that "Salute" In lt« first issue 
"followed the Ccanunlet lino to tho letter*. It will ho rooallod that BEHHSTEIN 
was a writ or for "3alute*. 


b7C 


Tho World Tslogrnj* it Sun, a New T*rk evening newspaper, in defatuo 
against a suit for libel by GLEASON, fllod a brief alleging that GLEASON 
became a aaabar of the Demount st Party under the name ef AlEXAHDtt IJEV. 

GLEASON was a aiMber ef tho Executive Board of tho J e iai| • Ant 1-Pasc 1 et 
Refugee Committee (fAJBGj and with 16 others was oitod for oenteapt of Oongross 
on 4/16/46 for refusal to produce records of JAJBC for tho House Committee on 
Un-Aaorican Activities. 


GLEASON resigned froa 7AJRC on 7/16/47 to purge hinself of those 
ohargos of eontomtpt. 

;J r_~ b2 

Oa a/4/4tl I advised thAt according to I ~l h7n 

| af JATRO, GLEASON had severed all relations with BE. 28SASS 
a. nAkSAi, national Chairman of JAifBC, and had not spoken to hln since tho issactaarb 7 c 
sontonoos had been received. (1AB3KT received 6 month* and a $600 fins). 

LOUIS BUmCfZ described GLEASON as a very active Communis! in 1944 
and 1945, advising ths Genmunist Party en publleatlan natters. Horreoalled that 
he net GLEASON en several occasions as a Oemnuniat, notably twice M the hone 

ef PREBERICK TAHBEHEILT 7IELB. 


GLEASON was fornsrly carried as a key figure in the NTO, but with 
hi* severance sf JAPHC assooiatlens, and the demise of *Baadar , o Scope* , a 
GLEASON publleatlan established to fight "Header 1 s Digest" to be a Oonsiunist 
Party naans of Invading that field, ha is no longer a key figure. Tho Security 
Index card is still continued on GLEASON. / A ' /7 > 7 
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Letter ta Streeter 

II 65-15852 


iwi 


The Bepert •* SA 


anJ 


Sew Yerk 6/1/53, at page 18 et&tea 


•I known reliability, adrlaed that (SUUJCSf la now definitely antl~ 


can be appreached. 


b7C 

b7D 


hogia 


7 . who wee re- interviewed tar 6A 


W»l» ef 

ef /AIBC, Mta in ‘ eut ahere 


It la reo anaended thafl 
atataaaant, «*( 


ra: 


b2 

b7C 


Otar 


interviewed ra BERN STB Ilf an tha 


|allacad falling ant with SB. BUtSKT 
l&taraet in XBUISISIH oan a tan Iran hit 


nentian In "lad Cfeanne la* er at bar publi* raoard, and eer raal Intaraat daaa 
net haw* ta ha dia cleted. fha interview oan atari with tha new dafennfc Salute" 
and nave lata KHNSISH aa a "Salute' 1 writer. Within adnata 


r 


b2 

b7D 


ca- 


b2 


b2 


Bureau inatruotiene in thin regard are reepectfully aolioited. 




% 

M: 


- 2 - 



m 


A.,.. 


U 


Director, FBI (100-353390) 9/25/53 

SAC, New York (65-15652) 

WALTER BERNSTEIN, was 
ESPIONAGE-R 

Rebulet 8/13/53 authorising interview with LEVER ETT STONE 


_ GLEASON was Inte rviewed on 9/23/53 hy -AS [ , 

land | | which interview- was conducted in 

fiance 


accordance with existing Instructions relating to interview* 
Security subjects . 


GLEASON was cooperative during the interview and stated 
that he recalled WALTER BERNSTEIN as a writer for "New Yorker" 
magazine from whose conversation he appeared pro -Communist but 
GLEASON had no information regarding BERNSTEIN* S CP membership. 

GLEASON could not recall any specific Incidents to bear 
out GLEASON'S belief that BERNSTEIN was pro -Communist. 


He stated that several years ago, at a time that he cannot 
recall, BERNSTEIN and two or three othej^: men, names not recalled, 
approached him and suggested that he pu»|4.sh a magazine entitled, 
"Salute", which would be written along thi style of "Yank*, a US 
Army publication for GIs. GLEASON stated that BERNSTEIN appeared 
to be the spokesman for the group. He stated that, after the magazine 
was described to him*,, he thought it would be a good idee and might 
make some money so GLEASON consented to publish "Salute”. He put 
in $5,000.00. He stated that, when he saw the first issue, he was 
immediately of the opinion that the magazine was too "arty" and 
would not sell. He voiced his objections to BERNSTEIN but his 
objections were talked down. After about two or three issues, 

GLEASON saw that the magazine was a losing proposition and he 
stated that he wanted to get out of the venture. GLEA SON staged 
that he was bought out by 1 and that 

within a year "Salute" went out of business. GLEASON statfd that k 7 D 
he has not seen or heard from WALTER BERNSTEIN since that fcSane. 


Concerning! |, Confidential Informants, who have b7c 

been Interviewed, have advised that he is a member of the CP and 
still appears to be quite loyal to the Party. 
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Letter to Director 

NY 65-15652 


In view of GLEAfiWf’S coopera tiveness, he 
was questioned further ab^ut his own Communist activities. 

GLEASON stated that, in the/6arly 1930s, 
he believed that the Soviet Union was the %nswer to the 
world’s problems and he was sympathetic to the Soviet Union. 
He stated that he joined the CP In 1936 or 1937 and 
remained a member for approximately two years . He stated 
that he became disillusioned with the Party with the Soviet- 
Nasi Pact in 1939 and thereafter had nothing to do with the 
Party. 


In connection with the magazine, "Salute", 
he stated that FREDERICK WOLYMANN wrote an article stating 
that GLEASON had thought up a new magazine to be called 
"Salute" which he was going to use as a sounding board for 
Party doctrine among GIs. GLEASON stated that he was 
particularly incensed because the original idea for "Salute" 
was brought to him by WALTER BERNSTEIN and the two or three 
other men with BERNSTEIN and that the only reason GLEASON 
went into the venture warn to make some money. 

GLEASON stated that, when he was In the CP, 
he was known as LEV . 

He stated that he is sympathetic to the work 
that the FBI is trying to perform but that he has no use 
for Senator JOSEPH MC CARTHY. 

He stated that, in his opinion, KC CARTHY Is 
a "head-line hunter" and he contrasted this type of "sensationalism* 
with the attitude of Director J. EDGAR HOOVER toward his work. 

He stated that, in his opinion, the Director avoids "making 
headlines" and is performing much more constructive work 
along security lines than any other organization he has ever 
heard of. 


n.T.T?AftnW clftrt a±g±&d ’w Vila nn<n<fin. 

In this connect ion , 
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Lettey to Director 
NT 65-15652 

it my be noted that LOUIE BUDENZ haf advised this office 
that GLEASON war a very active Communist in 1944 and 1945 # 
when GLEASON was advising the "Daily Worker" on its tabloid 
appearance and furnished advice to the CP on ether publishing 
matters. It may well be that GLEASON’S comment concerning 
BUDENZ could be classified as a self-serving declaration. 
GLEASON also stated that, at one time, he published "Reader’s 
Scope" and commented that this venture also cost him several 
thousand dollars. He stated that one time a man, who introduced 
himself as GERHART EISLER, came to see him at his office 
and stated that he was in a position to write articles on 
the international scene. GLEASON was looking for this type 
of article for his magazine and agreed to pay EISLER for 
any articles which GLEASON accepted and published. GLEASON 
stated that, as he recalls, EISLER thereafter submitted 
several articles two of which GLEASON accepted for publication 
and paid EISLER approximately $50.00 a piece. 

GLEASON stated that thereafter information 
was published in the newspapers that EISLER was an editor 
of "Reader's Scope". GLEASON stated that he called the 
newspaper which published this information for a retraction 
and was told that before the article was printed it had been 
reviewed and OK’d by EISLER himself. GLEASON stated that 
thereafter, during the deportation hearing of EISLER, he 
learned that EISLER claimed that he was editor of "Reader's 
Scope" in order to fill out his legitimate employment history 
while in the US. GLEASON stated that to top it all off, when 
the hearing was over, as MRS . EISLER passed GLEASON she looked 
at him and spit in his face. 

The interview was concluded at this point 

in view of other commitments of MR. GLEASON. I *~~~ I 


b2 
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Letter to Director 
NY 65-1562 

iUtth regard to GLEASON’S background, which is 
more completely Set out in a SM-C case on GLEASON, Bufile 
100-165971* it is noted that GLEASON was born in Winchendon, 
Massachusetts, 2/25/98. % is married toJfABGARET G. GLEASQl 
and studded at Harvard College from 1916^ to 1917* GLEASON 
has been in the publishing business practically his entirb 
adult life from 1922 with the exception of his Army service 
in both World Wars . 


k - 



October 16 


SAG# New York (100-566614.) 


P Director, FBI (100-165971) 

f ‘ Cj & 

LEVEFETT STONE GLEASON- 
SEC UR ITT MATTER - C 


, f ■ 

Reurlet dated Sept amber 25# 1953# captioned 
"Walter Bernstein, was.. Espionage - R.« 

Authority is granted to re interview Gleason. 
In conducting this interview you should be guided by 
existing Bureau Instructions relating to interviews 
with security subjects. 

The results of the interview should be 
submitted under the above caption* 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


I# 

Office J^Aetwrandum * united statePgovernment 


to 

FROM 


^SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-16597) 

SAC, New York (100-56661;) 

L EVERETT STONE GLEASON 
SM - C 


DATE: 1/S/Sk 



Re NY letter dated 9/25/53 captioned ” WALTER 
^^BERNSTETN , was., ESPIONAGE - R*’ (Bufile 100-353390) and 
Bulet dated 10/16/53 in the captioned case which granted 
^ authority to reinterview GLEASON. 


OT. E ASON was tnt.fir.v1 
and 


jewed on 12/ 22/53 bv sa s 


activities 


concerning 


Communist 


b2 “ 
Jo /D 


lu p 


As previously reported In relet 9/25/53, GLEASON 
stated that he joined the CP in 1936 or 1937 and left In 
approximately 1939, after the Soviet-Nazi pact came Into 
existence. He stated that during his membsrahio he Went 
to meetings for a short while somewhere on the Lower East 
Side of NYC » Thereafter, he moved over to a study group 
which spent its time on theoretical discussions, GLEASON 
stated that he never held any office during this time but 
that he has no recollection of any details concerning these 
groups, such as identities of members , officers, meetings, etc 

GLEASON stated that his break with Communism was not 
a t hi ngg which occurred overnight but was a gradual process 
completed with the Soviet-Nazi Pact, mentioned above, 

NY letter 9/25/53 renoy-hg fchafc nr/p* gn?,T 


u-usasun stated that he met him 
jlu buu mxuuie wnen 6UDENZ was Managing Editor of the 

D^ljly Worker . He recalled thao the **Daily Worker** was 
changedu.to tabloid size and about 100 newspapermen and 
publishers were Invited to a meeting to discuss this new size 
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letter to Director 
NY 100-5666^ 

GLEASON did not remember who invited him to the 
< meeting, which was presided over by BtJDENZ , but recalled 
that most of the comment s about the tabloid size were 
complimentary# with the exception of GLEASON 1 s own comment, 
wherein he took the position that the size of the “Daily 
Worker" was secondary, but that improved circulation depended 
primarily upon improvement of the quality of news coverage. 

GLEASON stated that he has not seen BUDENZ since the above-mentioned 
meeting. 


Concerning the CP itself, GLEASON stated that he 
believed the party consisted of reformists who were motivated 
by a desire to improve social conditions of the common man. 

He characterised his description of the party as a group of 
"super new dealers". 

He' Stated that he does not believe this today and 
refused to give his present opinion, stating that he has no 
opinion of the party 1 ** purposes, since his complete 
divorcement with party philosophy from about 1940 to date, 
would prevent him from having an opinion. He stated that 
at no time as a member did he ever believe that the 
organization had revolutionary aims and purposes. 



GLEASON agreed to go in on the venture because he 
thought he could make aorno tiotwatt out r>f it, and HOWARD FAST h7C 

was engaged by^ pReader«s Scone". 

FAST was ehoseh, according to GLEASON, because his name 
was becoming well known as the author of "Citizen Tom Paine" 
and other works. 
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Letter to Director 

m 100-56664 


GLEASON stated that trouble between him and FAST 
started since GLEASON saw the proofs of the first issue. 

The issue was almost completely filled with articles 
dealing with phases of the Jewish question such as 
persecution, advancement, history, destiny, etc. 

GLEASON told FAST that the articles should be more 
diversified for greater reader appeal, thereupon ^AST 
accused GLEASON of being anti-Semitic and as a result of 
the ensuing argument, FAST quit and GLEASON became Editor. 

The magazine lasted about five years and "folded” about 
1948. GLEASON denied any knowledge of Communist influence 
in the "Reader's Scope" or that any of the writers employed 
on the staff were party members. 

GLEASON further stated that he really did not know 
if anyone was a party member to his own knowledge, that 
he may have "guessed" a person's political philosophy 
through things that person stated or his reaction to a 
set of circumstances, but that he did have no actual 
knowledge of anyone's membership or other Communist activity. 


| | mentioned above, is mentioned in b7c 

the files of NT as being on a list of businessmen, which 
list was evidently prepared for solicitation in the March 
to June, 1945 campaign of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee { JAFRC) which has been designated by the Attorney 
fieneral of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10 ^ 50 . 

Regarding the JAFRC, GLEASON stated that one time 
(GLEASON states he is very poor on remembering dates) 
his friend and personal physician. Dr. EDWARr^SA-RSKY , told A' 1 / 
him about the JAFRC and said that it was set up^to collect 
funds for the relief of Spanish refugees, which funds were 
to be administered by the Unitarians and Quakers. Dr. BAR5KY 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-56664 

asked GLEASON to become a member of the Executive Board. 

GLEASON agreed, both out of his friendship for BARSKY 

and also out of sympathy for the plight of Spanish refugees. 

This state of mind existed, as far as GLEASON was 
concerned, until the trial of the JAPRC for contempt, 
which it will be recalled ended for GLEASON with his 
resignation from JAFRC on 7/16/47 • 

GLEASON stated that this trial brought several things 
to his attention. First, it appeared to him that Dr. BARSKY 
and the majority of the committee welcomed the trial as a 
chance to become martyrs. Secondly, the desire to lose the 
case was shown by the introduction of minutes of the 
committee meetings by the defense of which GLEASON had no 
recollection, which minutes actually strengthened the 
government's case rather than the defendant's case, to the 
consternation of Mr. 0. JOfll^ROGGE, defense attorney. - 

Next, people were listed as members of the Executive 
Board, whom GLEASON had never known to be members, such as 
HOWARD FAST, who according to GIEAS0N, had never attended a 
Board meeting. 

Finally, after the verdict GLEASON suggested that 
the committee's books be turned over to the HCUA. This 
suggestion was met with vehement opposition by Dr. BARSKY, et al 
and since that time GLEASON and BARSKY have not been friends. 

GLEASON stated that he did not believe at first 
that the HCUA was entitled to know the names of contributors 
to the JAFRC , but with the verdict he reversed his position 
in proper compliance therewith, and it was this which nrompted 
his suggestion to turn over JAFRC books to the HCUA. 



Letter to Director 
NT 100-56654 


GLEASON was asked if he knew any Communists and he 
replied that he rijd nnt. immj an? of* hla own Vnnuladcra- 

Wft ” cnie,«=iSfld M hViflt-. I | 1 


He also 'guessed' that 
because of his actions in 
but he stated that he knew nothing "for certain”. 

In conclusion it may be stated that GLEASON is 
careful "to walk a tight rope" when he talks. He studiously 
avoids anything which would cast doubt on his premise that 
he was in the party originally for the uplift and betterment 
of mankind, and that since 1939 or 1914-0 he has been 
completely separated from any party activity. 

GLEA SO N * s fear of involvement is based, in part at 
least, on a possibly adverse effect which might result 
to his earning power. 


The case will be maintained in a P# status awaiting 
Bureau approval of this recommendation. 
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e jafku trial ana arterwards , 
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CONFI^El^EIA 

fy$-Cf720T(£kcltlfyi • UNit^b stai£ government 

Director, FBI (100-165971) DATE; 2/n/A 

SAC, New York (100-56664) 

W 

LEVERETT STONE &LE £ BON 

SECURITY HATTER - C — ^ ' - /' 



he rewith ave five cooles of th^fe^rt 

2/11/5U, a.t New^fork, 

, ' --- >ve cautioned matter, which dIV 

inves tigation in a closed status* 


tHe ab °^ *^°«°nei 1 M^tter, wh^h^^ef this 


b7C 


BT.R»sn».. *° t , h ? l ,l?'T? ai Y t*-* 

the Security Index Program b2 


uumumiu * u — rrrpxyr 


the Security Index Program 
and stated break with the 


w ^ x van WX Oil wJi 

«iflcnnT+7r'T^^‘ "* ' ™ nureau notified New York that the 

^ecurity Index card on GLEASON was cancelled 2/1/51. 

SecSrtlv g Ina.?'? AS0N ’ S “r 6 haS a1so bean removid from the 
security Index Program at Mew vnr.b- 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 


REPORT MADE AT 

NEW YORK 


NFW YORK 



CHARACTER OF CASS 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


synopsis of facts: GLEASON resides Chappaqua, NY. Operates 

Lev Printing Company, Pleasantville, NY. and Lev Gleason 
Publications, NYC. Formerly published ''New Castle News” 

-■ which suspended publication 9/29/51- Interviewed 9/23/53 and 
12/22/53; admitted CP membership for approximately two year 
period beginning 1936 or 1937* In CP he was known as "LEV”. 
Disillusioned with party with Soviet-Nazi Pact in 1939 and 
thereafter had nothing to do with party. GLEASON’S 
/ explanations of other activities set out. A A > < 


t p c. ' 



DETAILS : 


RESIDENCE AND BUSINESS ADDRESSES 


of known reliability, advised that b2 
/ GLEASON continues to reside at 73 Park Drive, Chappaqua, New 
York. 

Chief JAMES COTLER, Police Department,^ ^ 

Chappaqua, New York, advised that GLEASON operates the^Cev o 

Printing Company, Bedford Road and Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, "o' 

New York. 5 

o 

The current Manhattan telephone directory has 
the listing for the,JE?ev Gleason Publications as lll|. East 32nd Street 


APPROVED AND i 
FORWARDED: 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


Bureau (100*165971) (RM) 
New York (100-56664) 

COPY IN FILE 



PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ABE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. CD'M.XQRETXAL 
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NY 100-566614. 


i 



telephone number MU 3-0722* 

.# connection with GLEASON’S business the “Reporter 
Di spatch" ^newspaper , White plains. New York, announced that 
the "New Castle News", LEVERETT STONE QLEASON, publisher, suspended 
publication on September 29, 1951* The article described 
GLEASON as the sole owner who pointed to printing 
facility difficulties as one of the main causes for 
suspension of publication. 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


b2 

b7C 

b2 

b7C 


ASSOCIATES 


testlmon 


of known reliability, who Is 

advised .^" fffthrnarv 7. 1962 that I 


unavailable 


£ 


or 


I New York City, New York* had a card index 
of persons who did busin ess wit h Vogue or to whom former 
letters had been sent by | | stating he was in the travel 

business and would annreciate their patronage. Listed among 
these persons was LE^ULEASQN Publications, 111*. East 32nd 
Street, New York City (MU 3-0722). 


he knows 


of known reliability, advised on May 2?, 1947 that 
is a member of the Communist Party. 


I 


another Government agency which m&intai 
records, advised in February 1941 that 

At that - 


raainJ 

time[ 


3 


s 

was 


personne_ _ _ , 

employed ae a clerk for "New Masses * __ , 

stated that he had been employed by that organization for the 
past four years. 


b2 

b7C 


Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE in the Congressional 
Record of September 24, 1942, page 7688, advised that "New 
Masses" was a "Communist periodical." 


advised in 1943 thatj 


stated that he had 


been employed 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 


since April 1942 by the Veterans of the 


stated that his 


At that time 

wife had been employed until October 1940 by the International 
Workers Order as a stenographer 
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The jplerans of the Jiraham Lincoln Brigade , 
and the Interactional Workers Order have been designated 
by the AttorhJJr General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive! Order 10450. . b2 


of known reliability, made available 
in 1943 a letterhead of the Veterans of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade which under the heading of “National 
Officers" appeared the name of| 


b7D 

b7C 




1 — or Kno 

that I I was sti lll 


of Irnpwn rail ahll 1 tv. advi sed in April 1949 b2 


f 


veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 


that 


q 



was 


b7C 
b2 


of known reliability, advised in January 19$3L 

was no longer employed by the Veterans of the b7D 


Abraham Lincoln Brigade 


b7C 


another Government agency which conducts security 
and Intelli gence investigations, advised in June 1942 that b2 
sent greetings to the Second Soviet Anti- 
Fascist Youth Conference in Moscow, Russia. 


of unknow n reliability, advised on 
September 23 , 1946, that 


of the Action Commit tee to Free spam wow. 


b7C 

b2 

b7D 


The Action Committee to Free Spain Now has been b7C 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 




of k: 
that 

nown reliabill 

Lty, advised on . 


L 1951 


1 and 

Jntatlve and. correspondent respectively or the 


y/ 


"Pravda" correspondent were going to travel 

to trite San Francisco Japanese Peace Conference. Their 

reservations were made by the 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 



i 
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The Tass Jfews Agency t^jfche officia^jnews agency 
of tlgi Soviet Gov##hment and i ^Registered wlfh the 
Department of justice, Washington, D.C. as art agent of the 
Soviet Government. 


"Pravda" is one ©f the leading Soviet newspapers 
published in Russia. 



q £ known r el lability, advised thatl j 

was instruments] 

-1 1 


fVQlO WX MIUVAA WViJU ■ 

|from the International Workers Order, 
Council on African Affairs and Civil Rights Congress. 


Council on African Affairs and the 
Civil Rights Congress has be o n designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 


for^testi 



of known reliability, who is unavailable! 

, advised on November 9, 1953 that FREDERICK^. 

460 Central Park West, New York City, was in 
possession of a copy of a letter dated January 20, 1945 
from MARTIN to LEV GLEASON in which she stated that she was 
enclosing an essay entitled "N ote© on a Hero” which 


concerned one 
Spanish Civil 


lieu * 


and his activity in the 


The letter, according to the informant, requested 
GLEASON to print "Notes on a Hero" in his publication 
"Readers Scope". The letter indicated that MARTIN did 
not know GLEASON but that she was forwarding "Notes on a 
Hero" at the suggestion of mutual friends. 


The "New York World Telegram" for December 11, 
1945 printed an article by PREDERICg^JiO^W^IAN in which he 
described "Readers Scope" as a digest type magazine 
similar to "Readers Digest". / Y 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


WOLTMAN described GLEASON as Editorial Director 
and pointed out that the foreign editor for "Readers Scope" 
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; e : b7C 

I'"' 

of known reliability, advised on 
June 23, 1952 that on April 14» 1950 the Veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade and the Joint Anti-Fascist b2 

Refugee Committee jointly sponsored a Conf 
the Ban on Fascist Spain, held at the Hote 
New York City. The informant advised that 
would speak at the conference on "Spain in 
Movement for Peace". 



then was 


The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

b2 
b7D 
b7C 

described. 



I pdvised that among the people who attended b2 
the above mentioned conference was FREDERICKA MARTIN, 4°^ 
Central Park West, New York City, representing the 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 
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that a[ 


of known re liability, advised early in 1950 
Jhad resided in Las y®8®fi. N ®!L*lexico 


rnQr gi lilettA X C? ^ * -a * - 

in 19ifc The informant understood that REBECCA DUREM was a 
nurse in Spain during the Spanish Revolution and that her 
husband, ROMAN, had been a soldier in the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, 

The Abraham Lincoln Brigade has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450* 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 



The re cords of Bellevue Hospital . New York City, 

made ava ilable bY ' v revealed that F REDBRI CKA MARTI N cdnpleted 

1 a nursing course on August 31, 1927, and that she was twenty- 
one years of age at the time of admission to nursing school 

in September, 1925* 


The Friends of the Soviet Union has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

The February 2, 193B issue of the "Daily Worker" 
an East Coast Communist newspaoer contains a photograph of 
FREDERICKA MARTIN and an article describes her experiences 
as a nurse in the American hospitals in Loyalist Spain under 
the auspices of the North American Committee to Aid Spanish 

Democracy. 
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The North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 

10450 . 



E 


of known reliability, advised on April 
subject, GLEASON, is unknown to him. 


5, 


b2 

b7D 


INTERVIEW WITH GLEASON 


, , of known reliability, advised that | 

is now definitely anti -Communist and could be approached 
for interview. 


he 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


HLEASDN—was interviewed on September 23, 1953 hy 

1 and the reporting agent. He stated that b7C 


I auu Uilv X VX — 

„„ maintains an office at 114 East 32nd Street, New York City, 
where he operates Lev Gleason Publications. 


He stated that In the early 1930’s he believed that 
the Soviet Union was the answer to the world’ s problems and 
he was sympathetic to the Soviet Union. He stated that he 
joined the Communist Party in 1936 or 1937 and remained a 
member for aporoximately two years. He stated that he 
became disillusioned with the Party with the Soviet-Nazi Pact 
in 1939, and thereafter had nothing to do with the Party. 

He stated that when he was with the Communist Party he was 
known as "LEV". 


The article In the "New York World Telegram" for 
December 11 , 1945 by FREDERICK WOLTMAN has been previously 
mentioned in connection with GLEASON’S now defunct publication 
"Readers Scope". In this same article WOLTMAN explained 
that GLEASON “ a pro-Communist fellow traveler planned to 
capitalize on the Army magazine ’Yank’ by employing former 
servicemen who got it out and by imitating its format and 
style". The article stated that an investigation by the 
"New York World Telegram" disclosed that GLEASON was the 
promoter of a new monthly magazine called "Salute" due to be 
published in February, 1946. 
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In this connection, GLEASON stated that several 
years ago at a tine that he could not recall, V/ ALXEB/ BEft-NSTEI N- * 
whom he remembered as a writer for ’’The New Yorker magazine 
and two or three other men, names not recalled, approached 
him and suggested that he publish a magazine entitled Salute 
which would be written along the style of Yank”, a United 
States Army publication for Gls. GLEASON stated that 
BERNSTEIN appeared to be the spokesman for the group. He 
stated that after the magazine was described to him he 
thought that it would be a good idea and might make some 
money, so GLEASON consented to publish ’’Salute”. He put 
in $5,000. 


He stated that when he saw the first issue he was 
immediately of the opinion that the magazine was too ’’arty" 
and would not sell. He stated his objections to BERNSTEIN 
but his objections were talked down. After about two or 
three issues, GLEASON saw that the magazine was a losing 
propositions and he stated that he wanted to get out — of — ti l e — 
venture -G leason stated that he was bought out byL 


of business. 


and that within a year "Salute*’ went out 

/V 1 


GLEASON stated that he has not seen or heard from 
WALTER BERNSTEIN since that time. 


b7C 


He stated that he was particularly incensed with 
WOLTMAN 1 s article which called him the promoter of "Salute" 
inasmuch as the original idea for "Salute" was brought to him 
by WALTER BERNSTEIN and the two or three other men with 
BERNSTEIN, and the only reason GLEASON stated he went into 
the venture was to make money. 


Concerning WALTER EERNSTEIN, LOUIS P. BUDENZ, 
former Communist Party functionary until October 1945 
and former Managing Editor of the "Daily Worker" an East 
Coast Communist newspaper, advised on June 21, 1950 that 
WALTER BERNSTEIN a former reporter for "Yarik" , and at 
that time a script writer for Columbia Broadcasting System 
was a loyal member of the Communist Party from approximately 
1942 to 1945. 
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s JtJDENZ also s 
the farnoai trip to see 
him up favorably in the 
BERNSTEIN quit as corre 

He stated that during BERNSTEIN’S service as a 
correspondent he, BUDENZ, had been instructed several times 
bv EUGENE DENNIS and JACK STACKED, Communist Party 
functionaries, regarding the fact that BERNSTEIN was a 
member of the Communist Party, in order that BUDENZ would be 
able to identify BERNSTEIN in connection with BUDENZ* 
work on the "Daily Worker". 


%hat it was BERNSTEIN who made 
umuppiL TITO of Yugoslavia to write 
American soldiers paper just before 


It is noted that BERNSTEIN’S article "A Yank 
Interviews TITO of Yugoslavia" was printed in the magazine 
section of the Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker" 
for July 9 , 1944 * 


erningl 


learning i 
ark With Zh 


LOUIS P. BUDENZ 
was adtive in Chic ago , II 1 i no i a , 


Co 

advised that 

and in New York With the CoamSiiniet Party, always rather 


successfully' confusing the issue as to whether he was a 

Communist or not. BUDENZ advised that he knew] 

to be a member of the Communist party# 


b7C 


on ffebruarT 2 . 19k9. l 1 of known reliability, b2 

advised that was on the Administrative Committee 

of the Kings County Committee of the American Labor Party, b7C 
Fifth Annual Dinner, to be held February 16, 1949 at the 
Hotel St. George, Brooklyn, New York. 


a-} - The "Daily Worker" issue of April 2 1, J -948* 

"contained an article reflecting that MINEOESTTNgERSOLL, wife 
of JEREMIAMfGEBSOLL was on the Advisory Council of the 
New York State ArospicanJLabor party. 

The American Labor Farty was cited by the California 
Committee on Un-American Activities, report 1945, pages 40 
and 41 as among "organizations that are victims of Communist 
domination." 


9 
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I I nf Irnnun reliabili ty, advised that the names b2 

efl | appear on a gating list 

of the American Russian institute Dinner, Waldorf Astoria b7C 
Hotel, %w York City, June 2, 191+8. 

The American Russian Institute has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 101+50. N ! f 

In connection with GLEASON’S publication, 

"Readers Scope" he recalled that information was published 
In the newspapers that GERHARDT STALER was an editor of 
"Readers Scope". He stated thfift he called the newspaper 
which published this information for a retraction and was 
told that before the article was printed it had been 
reviewed and "okayed" by EISLER himself. 

GLEASON stated that thereafter during the deportation 
hearings of EISLER he learned that EISLER claimed that he was 
an editor of "Readers scope" In order to fill out his 
legitimate employment history while in the United States. 

He stated that the truth of the matter was that at one time 
a man who introduced himself as GERHARDT EISLER came to see him 
at his office and stated that he was in a position to write 
articles on the international scene. GLEASON was looking for 
this type of article for his magazine and agreed to pay EISLER 
for any articles which GLEASON accepted and published. 

GLEASON stated that as he requested EISLER thereafter 
submitted several articles, two of which GLEASON accepted for 
publication and paid EISLER approximately $50.00 a piece. 

GERHARDT EISLER was interviewed on June ll+, 1941 
by a Board of Inquiry, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
and stated that his passage to the United States was paid 
by the Spanish Refugee Aid Society, New York City (which 
later became the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee), and 
he arrived in New York City on the "SS Evangeline” on June 6, 

1941. 

The report of the House Un-American Activities 
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Committee, both Congress, December 31* 1948, describes EISLER 
as an important international Communist and representative 
of the Communist International. 


LOUIS BUDENZ testified before the Committee that a 
a jttimber of occasions EISLER had been in contact with 


t 


according to the report of the Canadian Royal Commission, 


The report also stated that the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee furnished funds to EISLER during his stay 
in the United States. 


The "Daily Worker” on February 18, 194? reported 
that the Civil Rights Congress on that date wrote all 
Congressmen urging the defeat of any effort to have GERHARBT 
EISLER cited for Contempt of Congress. 

I laritrfspiS that on December 11, 1946, 

|veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 

Brigade, previously mentioned herein, addressed a meeting 
at the Fraternal Club House, 110 West 48th Street, New York 
City, at which he pledged support of the veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade to the honorable repatriation of 
GERHARDT EISLER. 


EISLER was convicted in the United States District 
Court on June 10, 1947 for Contempt of Congress and on 
June 27, 1947 was sentenced to one year in a Federal 
penitentiary. On August 15, 1947 be was convicted of 
Exit Visa Fraud in the United States District Court, 
Washington, D.C. and was released on $20,000. bail. 

EISLER stowed away on the "M.S. Batory" which left New 
York May 6 , 1949 , bound for Gydnia. EISLER has not yet 
returned to the United States. 

GLEASON was reinterviewed on December 22, 


b7C 


b2 

b7C 


1953, by 
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SA knd the reporting agent. With regard b7C 

to ftlS m&fcBfe^ship in the Communist Party, he stated that 
during the approximate two year period ending in 1939, 
he went to meetings for a short time somewhere on the lower 
East Side of Hew York City. Thereafter he moved over to a 
study group which spent its time on theoretical discussions. 
GLEASON stated that he never held any office during this 
time and that he has no recollection of any details 
concerning these groups such as identities of members, 
officers, meetings, etc. 

GLEASON stated that his break with Communism was 
not a thing which occurred overnight, but was a gradual 
process being completed with the Sowiet-Nazi Pact, previously 
mentioned. 


LOUIS F. BUDENZ has advised that GLEASON was a very 
active Communist during I9I+I4- and 1945, at which time he, 
GLEASON, advised the " Daily Worker" on its tabloid appearance 
and also furnished advice to the Communist Party on other 
publication matters. 

Concerning BUDEHZ, GLEASON stated that he met him in 
the middle 194® , s when BUDENZ was Managing Editor of the "Daily 
Worker*, and he recalls that the "Daily Worker” was changed to 
tabloid size and about 100 newspaper men end. publishers were 
invited to a meeting to discuss this new stte . GLEASON 
did not remember who invited him to the hef ting which was 
presided over by BUDENZ but recalled that Most of the 
comments about the tabloid size were complimentary with the 
exception of GLEASON’S own comment wherein he took the 
position that the size of the "Daily Worker" was secondary, 
but that improved circulation depended primarily upon 
improvement of the quality of news coverage. GLEASON stated that 
he has not seen BUDENZ since the above mentioned meeting. 

Concerning the Communist Party itself, GLEASON stated 
that he formerly believed the party consisted of reformists 
who were motivated by a desire to improve social conditions of 
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the common man* He characterized his description of the 
party as A group of **super n # w dealers-* He stated that he 
does notPbelieve this today, but refused to give his 
present ©pinion, stating that he has no information of the 
party’ s. purpose since his complete divorcement with party 
philosophy from about 1940 to da to, which would prevent him 
froaj; having an opinion. He stated that at no time as a 
mejiber did he evei* believe that the organization had 
revolutionary aims and purposes. 


Concerning "Readers Scope", previously mentioned, b7C 
he stated that sometime in the early 1940’s another publisher 
then in the same building where GLEASON maintains hip — nffi r.a . 
Mill Hi* at 1 2nd Street, New York City), whose name was 


J Approached GLEASON w 5 , th thelrip a of "Readers 
ccording to GLEASON, 


Scone". — According to GLEASON, j | bad made a lot of 

money publishing "trashy" and "leg arn- Magazines and wanted to get 


b7C 


on to a higher plane in the publishing field* 


k i 


GLEASON agreed to go in on the venture becaug^-he \ 
thought he moire acvme money out of it and HOWARmPAST 


was engaged by 


"Readers Scope * PAST 


was chosen according to GLEASON because his name was becoming 
well known as the author of "Citizen Tom Paine" and other 
works. 


GLEASON stated that trouble between him and FAST 
started as soon as GLEASON saw the proofs of the first issue. 
The issue was almost completely filled with articles 
dealing with phases of the Jewish question such as persecution, 
advancement, history, destiny, etc. 

GLEASON told PAST that the articles should be more 
diversified for greater reader appeal and thereupon PAST 
accused GLEASON of being anti-Semitic. As a result of the 
ensuing argument PAST quit and GLEASON became editor. 

The magazine lasted about five years and "folded" 
about 1948. 

GLEASON denied any knowledge of Communist influence 


13 - 
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in the "Readers scope” or that any of Writers employed 
on the stiff ware party members. £ 


; i 


< <=■ 


^Concerning 
1 ahl A 


of known reliability. 


tftfltlwnnv. 


1 


ed that the name of b 2 
appears on a list 
of businessmen, which was evioentaxiy prepared for solicftationb7D 
in the March to June 1945 campaign of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee. b/C 


Concerning HOWARD FAST, | [ previously raentioned b2 
advised that FAST was known to him as a member of the 
Communist Party. b7D 


advised 
of the American Peace 


that FAST 
Crusade . 


is active in the affairs 


b2 


With regard to the American_Rnace Crusade, it is noted 


( of known reliability 
tatOS 1 forwarded a notice b2 


that on July 31, 1953, according to 

the Attorney General of the United 

to the American Peace Crusade containing the statement of 
the charges upon which it is proposed to designate the 
American Peace Crusade, pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
together with certain interrogations to be answered by the 
American Peace Crusade. 


By letter dated September 29, 1953, the American 
Peace Crusade replied to the Attorney General's notice and 
stated that the American Peace Crusade had decided not to 
answer the Interrogations or to participate in a hearing of the 
Attorney General because among other reasons the American 
Peace Crusade considered the entire proceedings to be 
unconstitutional since the rules of procedure under Executive 
Order 10450 do not in the judgment of the American Peace 
Crusade satisfy the due process clause of the constitution 
and provide only a semblance of a hearing. 


Regarding the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
of which GLEASON was formerly a member of the Board of Directors, 




NY 100-56661}. 



GLEASON stated that at omJtime his friend and personal 
physician. Sector EDWARp)&ARSKY, told him about the Joint 
Anti-Fasci* Refugee G^snnkttee and said that it was set up to 
collect fulls for the "relief of the Spanish refugees Which 
funds were to be administered by the Unitarians and Quakers. 


Doctor BARSKY asked GLEASON to become a member of the 
Executive Board. GLEASON agreed, both out of his friendship 
for BARSFY and also, out of sympathy for the plight of Spanish 


refugees. 


This state of mind existed as far as GLEASON was 
concerned until the trial of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee for contempt. 

i 1 b2 

of known reliability, advised that the Spanish 
Refugee Appeal of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee b7D 
sponsored a rally at Madison JSquare Garden on September 24, 

1945. At this rally LEVER ET T^G LEASON editor of ’'Readers 
Scope” contributed §1,000. 

The "Reporter Dispatch" a White Plains, New York 
newspaper announced on April 1, 194? that a United States 
District Grand Jury convening at Washington, D.C. on 
March 31, 1947, had indicted sixteen members of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee who had been identified as 
the governing body of that organization. According to the 
article the Grand Jury indictment accused the group of conspiring 
to prevent the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
from gaining access to the records of the organization 
and failing to produce the records before the committee. 

Aijicng those indicted as members of the governing body was LEVERETT 
S^GLEASON. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of July 17 , 1947 * reported 
that eleven of the leaders of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee were sentenced July 16, 1947 to prison terms 
of from three to six months and fined ijj;500. in the United states 


- 15 - 
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DistMot Opart, Washihgifcn, D.C. on a charge of being i** contempt 
of the Hjpfe© Committed on Un-American Activities. According 
to the article, five ifthers including GLEASON were given a 
three months suspended sentence and fined in the amount 
of $500* These lamter individuals* according to the article, 
itfcpressed their willingness to surrender the books of the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee to the HoUOe Committee 
on Un-American Activities, but stated that it was not 
within their power to do this. 

The article states that these latter five paid 
their fines and indicated to the court that they had no 
intention of appealing, and further advised the judge that 
they had resigned as directors of the Joint Anti -Fascist- 
Refugee Committee in June 1947. 

GLEASON stated that this trial brought several 
things to his attention. First, it appeared to him that 
Doctor BARSKY and the majority of the committee welcomed 
the trial as a chance to become martyrs. Second, the desire 
to lose the case was shown by the introduction of minutes 
of the committee meeting by the defense of which GLEASON 
had no recollection, which minutes actually strengthened 
the Government’s case rather than the defendant’s case to the 
consternation of Mr. 0. JOHN ROGGE, defense attorney. 

Next, peoole were listed as members of the Executive Board 
whom GLEASON had never known to be members, such as HOWARD 
FAST, who according to GLEASON, had never attended a 
board meeting. Finally, after the verdict GLEASON suggested 
that the committee’s books be turned over to the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. This suggestion was 
met with vehement opposition by Doctor BARSKY et al and since 
that time, GLEASON and BARSKY have not been friends. 

GLEASON stated that he did not believe at first 
that the House Committee on Un-American Activities was entitled 
to know the names of contributors to the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee, but With the verdict he reversed his 
position in proper compliBnee therewith, and it was this which 
prompted hie suggestion to turn over Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee books to the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities . 
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concerning Doc to* BARSKY, LOUIS F. BUDENZ, previously 
mentioned, advised that BARJfeY has been one >f the most 
devoted Communists not officially connected with the Communist 
Party, - BARSKY performed various operations for cancer on 
JACID5J6 hnRTONE, member of the National Committee, Communist 
Pai^y^UBA. f'i J 

BIJDENZ met BARSKY in a hospital while he was attending 
JOHNSTONE in 194 2 and BARSKY at that time greeted BUDENZ as comrade 
and on this occasion discussed the Communist Party and its 
work with BUDENZ. 


BUDENZ also met BARSKY on a couple of other occasions 
on the ninth floor of Communist Party Headquarters, then 
located at 35 East 12th Street, New York City, when BARSKY 
was reporting to the Politburo concerning the Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee, 


BUDENZ has heard BARSKY referred to as a surgeon for 
Communist Party members who performed services for them 
either at no cost or a very reduced cost. This information 
came to BUDENZ attention during a conference in 
which he oarticipated concerning the advantage of health 
insurance for the staff of the "Daily Worker". 


of known reliability, advised on April 19, 

1953 that Doctor BARSKY is a member of the Resident Executive b2 
Board of the American Peace Crusade and one of the most 
important leaders of the American Peace Crusade, which has b7D 
been previously mentioned. 


GLEASON was aksed if he knew any Communists and he 
replied that he did not know any of his own knowledge; 
that he may have "guessed" a person's political philosophy through 
things that person stated or his reaction to a set of 
circumstances, but that he had no actual knowledge of anyone’s 
membership or other Communist activity. For example, he "guessed" 
that FREDERICK VANDEREILT^FTELD whom he states he has not seen in 
fifteen years was a Communist because FIELD wrote articles 
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% for the "Dally Worker” . He also "guessed" that Doctor 
f BARSKY was a Comaifcmist because of his actions in the 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee trial and afterwards, 
but stated that he knew nothing for certain. 


C 
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b2 


IDENTITY" DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO 

OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED 


| Used to document associate 

Pretext 
telephone 
call to 
the Veterans 
of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, 

April 1949 


b2 

b7D 


b2 


sed to document associate 


used to document associate 



FILE NO. 

WHERE 

LOCATED 


- 20 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


INFORMANTS (Cont»d) 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


b2 

! b7D 
b2 


IDENTIFY 

OF 

SOURCE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE 

AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED 

OF INFORMATION 


Used to document associate 


Used to document associate 
Used to document associate 


AGENT TO 
WHOM 

FURNISHED 


b7D 


b7C 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 


Id to document associate 
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FILE NO. 
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LOCATED 
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SOURCE 
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TO WHERE 
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FURNISHED 
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Used to document associate 
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INFORMANTS (Cont f d) 

IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO FILE NO. 

OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM WHERE 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED LOCATED 


Used to document associate 

GLEASON now 4/8/53 

ant i -C omrnuni s t 


Used to document associate 


£A 


65 - 15652 - 

SJ.R 

b7C 


sed to document associate 


Anonymous 


Used to document associate 


used to document associate 


b2 

b7D 


used to document associate 


Used to document associate 
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NY 100-5^664 


ADMINISTRATIVE PASS (CoYlt’d) 


REFERENCES 

New York letters to the Bureau, 7/16/53 anc * 
9/29/53 and Bureau letter to New York, 8/13/53 
captioned "WALTER BERNSTEIN, was; ESPIONAGE - R (Bufile 

100-353390). 

Bureau letter to New York, 10/16/53* 

New York letter to Bureau, 1/5/54* 





.^■3 


ft 


airtel 


L-vCWt.'v -r’ 

/A-/-*?? 

<mau^6££l ‘ — ■ j 

TO: 

f mm*. 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-406659) 
SAC, HEW YORK (100-103389) 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

SUBJECT: 

MORRIS COHEN, was. 

5 : r v r - ' '■ 

riASSIRED EXCEPT 


DOHA COHEH, was. 
ESP-R 

VV > "i£Kc -w ^ - -j * 
/ ^ 

Vi OTHERWISE. 


ICC.) bl 


A review of the NYD file on IS? QUEASOH reveals that 
he was a fomer official of the Joint Aftti -Fascist Refugee 
Committee ( J AFRC ) who was cited for contempt of Congress for 
refusal to produce financial records of the JAFRf upon request. 
GIEASON purged himself of contempt by submitting to the request 
of the Congressional Committee Inquiring into the activities 
of the JAFBC. Subsequently, 3LBAS0N was interviewed by Bureau 
Agents. He promised his cooperation with the FBI and stated 
the events which followed the JAFBC matter opened his eyes to i 
the true state of, affairs. [ 

V 

BACB by 1/2/58. N~YQ will interview GDSASOSi for b 7c 
information concerning! and MORRIS and LONA COHEN. 



ireau (100-406659) (BH) 

-Hew York 1 00-5666* , liBS-GL&kSWl 
1-Hew York 100-44737 


i GO 




/ n i 


J 


l-Hew York 100-75323 (REGINALD WILSON) 
1-Hew York (100-103389) 


not recorded 

b7C too • • ■ hS 7 

133 Oi 13^*. 


JTO:illJ (#17) 

) ( 8 ) 

I 

~ O 
r* " 






0 






NY 1 OS-103389 


iTTbi 


A review of the Bronx Telephone Directory reveals 
that HARRY COHEN, 2020 Walton Ave., Bronx, is the subscriber 
to SE 3-1490. 


that she 


I BroQaB. advised 

knew HARRY COHEN »S| I 


family 


The above 
and the! 


establishes 

family. 


contact between the subject's 


File review reveals that one REGINALD THOMAS v/tLSON 
was a member of the Industrial Branch of the CP during the 
same period as MORRIS COHEN was a member of that branch. 


b7C 


A review of WILSON'S file discloses that on 3/3/55 
he appeared at the NYO and advised that he desired to cooperate 
with the FBI concerning information in his possession regarding 
the CP . 


WILSON stated he worked as a waiter in various 
hotels in NYC from 1933 - 1938. In 1938 he became Business 
Agent for the Hotel and Club Employees Union, Local #6. He 
was employed by the union until 7/2/53* 


WILSON advised he joined the CP in 1938 and became 
a member of the Industrial Branch. He allegedly withdrew from b7c 
the CP in 1939 but tn a±±&nd m&etdjuzs r?p m<aTnv><anp 


until 1947* He stated one 
were CP members with him. 


and 


/ / . ' 


/ 


/ 


2 




NY 100-103389 


WILSON was arrested on 12/29/53 on charges of 
"coercion under threat of death." The trial was held 1/25/54 
and 2/1/54 in Court of Special Sessions, HY. He was found 
guilty and was sent to Bellevue Hospital for psychiatric 
treatment. He stated Bellevue doctors found him mentally 


b7C 


normal. 

and 

suit. 


HI a «T»r»eftt 


was a result 
against 


a complaint signed by _ 
whom WILSON instituted a civil 


of 


WILSON was bom 1/22/08 at Portsmouth, England, is 
6‘1|“ tall, weighs 190 pounds, has grey hair, grey eyes, and is 
a white male. 


TJACB by 1/2/58, NYO will interview WILSON for info 
he may have concerning subjects. 


In view of fact th at LA has interviewed 


NYO will interview 
Ro sword Club. 


and conduct investiga 


b7C 


ion at the 


POWERS 
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